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IN SENATE. 
Fawwar, February 28, 1834. 


Debate on Mr. Poinpexrer’s resolution, calling | 


on the Secretary of the Treasury for informa- 

tion relative to transfers of the public money 
~ from the bank in Natchez to banks in the Atlan- 

tic cities. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said he had intended to 
have made some remarks upon the resolution, but 
if there was no objection to its e, he would 
suspend what he had to say until the answer to 
the call oame in. 

Mr. FORSYTH said he had certainly no ob- 
jection toacall for any information which any gen- 
tleman thought proper to make. He had no dis- 
position to keep back facts, but he thought it an act 
of justice to state to the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi that he was entirely misinformed. In the 
remarks which the gentieman made yesterday in 
submitting the resolution, he was mistaken in 
every fact which he had stated. Mr. F’. made this 
statement in justice to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and for the satisfaction of the gentleman from 
Mississippi, for he was gure it would give him sat- 
isfaction to know that there was no foundation 


whatever in the charge he had made. The facts || 


were these: On the 19th of the present month, in 
answer to a letter of inquiry from the bank at 
Natchez upon the subject of the removal of the 
deposites fron that institution, the Secretary said 
he had no intention to withdraw or transfer any of 
the deposites to the Atlantic cities; that it had 
become necessary for payment of services in the 
removal of the Indians, to transfer $250,000 to the 
Commercial Bank of Louisiana on the Ist of May 
next; and for other like expenses $250,000 more 
on the Ist of June, to the Union Bank of Louisi- 
ana, at New Orleans, or to the Union Bank at 
Nashville, at the gption of the bank at Natchez. 
The gentleman from Mississippi, therefore, would 
perceive that the whole of his information was 
founded in mistake. He has said that a million 
has been drawn out of the bank. Why, the fact 
is, there is not as much in it. He says the bank 
is prevented from discounting; but no drafts are 
made to prevent them, and the letter to the bank 
says expressly that no transfers are contemplated 
to the Atlantic cities. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said he might have been 
misinformed, but he believed himself to be correct. 
The fact was, the President of the United States 
had brought into the market an immense body of 
very valuable lands, which the people could not 
purchase without accommodation at the banks; 
that the sale was on very short notice, and before 
the crops were sold, so asto enable the people to 
purchase; and that the removal of the deposites 
to the Planters’ Bank prevented the United Sates 
Bank from discounting; that the Planters’ Bank 
had ceased to discount, because it was compelled 
to hold the deposites ready to pay over at a mo- 
ment’s warning on the requisition of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

Mr. FORSYTH said he hoped the Senate would 
take nothing from him in lieu of the Secretary's 
report. But when heystated anything here, he 
stated what he-believed. His information was 
obtained from his own examination of the docu- 
ments. There was not a single fact in the state- 
ment of the gentleman from Mississippi that 
would not be contradicted by the public docu- 
ments. - 

Mr. POINDEXTER. Does the gentleman 
— _ impute to me the wilful misstatement of 
a fact 

Mr. FORSYTH. I call the gentleman to order. 
The gentleman will please take his seat. I mean 
just what I say. 

The VICE PRESIDENT here interposed, and 


called Mr. Powrpexrer to order, and he took his 


seat. 

Mr. FORSYTH resumed. It was very proba- 
bly true that the Planter’s Bank was not in as good 
condition to benefit the community as the Bank of 
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formed that no money was intended to be drawn 
| from it for banks in the Atlantic cities. 


had not stated the facts on his own knowledge. If 
| the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Forsytu]} meant 
to impute to him here the assertion of a faet on 





and he would hold him accountablefor it. Noman 
should speak in such a way of him but at the haz- 
| ard of his life, and no honorable man would make 


| sideration, he desired to make the inquiry. He 
| had heard that great speculations had been made 
| in the West, and also in the Creek country, by a 
| Tennessee company, nephews and other relatives 
of the President of the United States. 

Mr. FORSYTH said, when he made a state- 
| ment here which he believed to be. correct, he 
would say so, in utter disregard and contempt of 
the gentleman’s displeasure. He would not enter 
into an argument with the gentleman. The Gov- 
ernment has not drawn a dollar out of the bank, 
nor does it intend to draw a dollar to send to the 
Atlantic cities. The inference of the gentleman is 
| false and without any foundation. And he (Mr. 
| F ) was sorry that the gentleman was not glad to 
| find he was mistaken. 

Mr. POINDEXTER replied that two thirds of 
his remarks yesterday was matter of .nference that 
the money was to be eent to support the failing 
banks in the East, by transferring it to the Atlantic 
cities. He now distinctly asked the gentleman 
from Georgia if he meant to charge him with wil- 
ful misrepresentation? 

Mr. FORSYTH. Then I shall not answer the 
gentleman. 

Mr. POINDEXTER. Very well. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said the gentleman 
from Mississippi had done great injustice to the 
President of the United States, not only on this but 
on many other occasions. The President had no 
more agency in the sale of the lands in Mississippi 
than the gentleman himself. Nor had the Pres- 
ident’s nephews; and the gentleman’s colleague 
knew that it was not thefact. He had derived his 
information from those who either knew nothing 
of the facts or wilfully misrepresented them. True 
there were speculators there. There always had 
been, and there ever would be, so long as there 
should be sales of lands in the United States. In 
Alabama, in consequence of an unfortunate dif- 
ference between the government of that State 
and the Government of the United States, the Pres- 
ident, with a paternal solicitude characteristic of 
him, and worthy the highest praise, determined to 
do everything which could be done to effect justice 
between the Creeks and the unfortunate Settlers. 
He knew that if they were driven off ata moment’s 
warning, downright ruin would overtake them. 
And when the position assumed by the Executive 
of Alabama was made known to the President, he 
ordered the location of numerous reservations, and 
when they were made, in order to contribute to 
the removal of the Indians and furnish a home to 
those who had removed, the lands were brought 
to market. He mentioned this to show that it was 
to save the ruin and expense of a removal that the 
sales took place. Had the gentleman information 
that a single Tennessean was there? Mr. K. had 
information that there was not one there. The 
lands were sold, bat settlers obtained them at the 
reduced prices of the Government. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said there were persons 
here ready to give evidence of the facts. He did 
not say the President was concerned in the specu- 
lations, but his relatives. He intended bringing 
the whole subject up for investigation before the 


ate. 
Mr. GRUNDY said he did not rise for any other 
purpose, but to allude to the imputation upon the 








the United States was. But no money was drawn | 
from the bank, and the bank was expressly in- | 


| Mr. POINDEXTER read the report of his re- | 
marks of yesterday from the National Intelligen- | 
| cer, which he said were substantially correct. He | 


his own authority which he knew to be untrue, he || 
| departed from the character of an honorable man, | 


such an imputation. Astothe subject under con- | 








character of Mr. McLamore, the locating agent. 
ir. McLamore was his neighbor; he knew him 
| well, and there was not a more honest or henor- 
able man in any counuy. He hed had a great deal 
more to do in locating public lands in Tennessee 
than any other man, and he had never heard a sin- 
gle word to his prejudice in any of his land trans- 
| actions. And he was the only dealer in public 
lands that he had never heard compiained of. He 
| was looked up to by his fellow-citizena as the 
uardian and securer of their rights and business. 
ut this Tennessee Company—he would like to 
| know their names; the whole of it was a secret to 
|usathome. He had never heard of it, although 
| he had heard as much of the business of ‘Tennessee 
| as most gentlemen; but he thought the genthiman 
| would find that he was mistaken in his information. 
| Mr. G. knew that some individual Tennesseeane 
had gone to the South for the purpose of specula- 
ting in land, but there were no combinations of 
men so far as he had learned. The gentleman from 
| Mississippi had been eo informed; but the only 
| exception he (Mr. Oy made to that gentleman was, 
| his greater facility of belief. Now, he ought not 
' lightly to make such imputations against reepect- 
able men, or give credit to them. 

Mr. CLAY said, perhaps the gentleman who 
| had just sat down was as liable to the objection 
| he himself had urged as the gentleman from Mis- 
| sissippi. As to the sale, the notice was unprece- 

dentedly short, and well calculated to produce 
| these speculations. Ee knew nothing of it him- 
| self, but he believed other Senators had also some 
information of the sort. But he hoped an end 
| would be put to these disputes by passing the bill 
which he had the honor of submitting on a former 
| occasion. 
He rose, however, at this time, to express hie 
| deep regret at an incident which had just occurred 
| between two honorable Senators. Now, he would 
submit to the gentleman from Georgia, whether the 
two gentlemen were on terms of perfect equality? 
| How was it? The gentlemanefrom Mississippi 
| rose in his place yesterday, and submitted a res- 
‘olution. From information he had received he 
| made certain inferences, and drew certain conclu- 
| sions, and argued upon those inferences. Now, 
| how was the gentleman from Georgia situated? 
|| He, standing in different relations with the Gov- 
|, ernment from the gentleman from Mississippi, 
| resorts to the Secretary of the Treasury. The 
| 








Secretary gives him informa ion, and submits the 
documents on the subjec@to his perusal. And the 
gentleman from Georgia was thus prepared with 
| the whole official matter, and the gentleman from 
Mississippi deprived of it; in this state of inequality 
the gentleman from Georgia rises in his place and 
| pronounces language which he (Mr. c.) thought 
| was rather strong. The gentleman’s course here 
| had always been courtly, manly, and open. But 
| on this occasion he app!ied lan age which Mr. C, 
| hoped he would reconsider: he hoped both the 
| gentlemen would reconsider what had fallen from 

them, and let the matter go no further. He hoped 
‘all would wait for the information, which would 
be here in a few days; and, in the meantime all 
would take pleasure in seeing a reconciliation and 
an adjustment of those circumstances which had 
given great pain. 

Mr. FORSYTH said, that the gentleman from 
Kentucky was mistaken in point of fact. He had 
not gone to see the Secretary. The Secretary 
| came to him, and requested him to communicate 
to the Senate what he had stated. As reapected 
the inequality of situation which the gentleman 
| had spoken of, he did not reprehend the gentleman 
from Mississippi. He gave the information he 
had obtained, and it was not until that gentleman 
cast a doubt upon him, that he used the strong 
language epoken of. His simple purpose was to 
give to that gentleman and to le a knowl- 
_ edge of the fact, so that the statement of the gen- 
tleman from Missiasippi might not injure the Sec- 
of the Trensuty. He never used language 
‘which he did not think befitted the occasion. 
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Mr. POINDEXTER. Unless the gentleman 
meant to say that he (Mr. P.) intended to convey 
here what he knew was not true, common cour- 
tesy required of him to say so. But when the 
gentleman made an imputation, and, on being || 
asked for an explanation, refused to disavow it, | 
he (Mr. P.) feit bound to consider the matter | 
ended, and he did consider it at an end. || 

Mr. BLACK enid he was in favor of calling for } 
the information which the resolution contemplated, || 
But there was one or two matters in which his col- | 
league {Mr. Powwpexrer) had done great injustice | 
to the President of the United States. ‘The sales 
of the Choctaw lands were advertised sixty days, 
and he thought no inconvenience resulted from | 
that notice, instead of a longer period. He thought || 
all purchasers were as well prepared as they would | 
have been with longer notice, and that no injury | 
— to ~s citizens os fe oe from ws In || 

ard to the company formed for speculating || 
there, he believed his coleabes did ay penton 
implicated great injustice. He (Mr. B.) was there, || 
and was a close observer of the sales, although he | 
bought no land. After the first day a company || 
was formed, but it was not from Tennessee. The | 
proportion of persons concerned was not greater | 
than onein six from Tennessee, and there was no || 
agreement among the company not to bid against | 
each other. He knew many of the persons en- | 
gaged in it, and he would say, confidently, there | 
were no men more honest or honorable. He knew, 
also, Mr. McLamore, and he knew that his pecu- | 
niary abilities at that time were extremely limited, | 
and he believed him to bean honest and honorable || 
gentleman, and there was nothing whatever im- 
proper in his conduct. 

Mr. MOORE said he felt no interest in the sub- || 
ject of the resolution, being local in its character. || 
He should not have arisen to say a word except | 
for some of the topics accidentally lugged into the 
debate. 

The first fact stated by his colleague, and re- 

ated by the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. || 
Sooen) be had heard for the first time, that gentle- || 
men from Alabama had participated in the recent 
speculations in the purchase of the public lands || 
referred to, and he was bound to presume if any 
purchases were made by those they were with the | 
view to establish cotton farms, and not for the || 
purpose of speculation. Indeed, onegentleman of 
the firat respectability he knew had purchased with || 
this view only. 

But whilst his colleague is willing to exonerate 
the Tennesseeans (nodoubt properly enough ) from 
the censure, he has transferred it to Alabamians; | 
and the gentleman from Mississippi, whilst he 
says Alabamians were concerned, justifies, and || 
says the transaction was altogether innocent. || 
Now, this might be so. He did not know the char- | 
acter of the land speculftion to which reference | 
had been made. But there was a species of land | 
speculation known to have existed in the country 
in which he resided which he considered censu- 
rable, and ought to be deprecated by all; and that 
he might not be misunderstood, he would endeavor | 
to explain this system, which is as follows: The | 
moneyed men and capitalists throughout the coun- || 
try meet at the land office, form a common stock, | 
with their funds for the mutual benefit of all, || 
the effect of which is to put down all other com- || 
petition, for the poor settler, although he may be | 
prepared to purchase his improvement at the Gov- 
ernment price; although he may have prepared || 
himself with a sufficiency at one dollar and twenty- | 
five cents per acre, yet, by this immense common 
stock, he is driven out of the market, and com- | 
pelled to make the best terms he can. This 
ae then ascertain the highest price he can, 
or is willing to give, for his improvement, and if | 
he can be screwed up to any point over the mini- | 
mum, then they promise him if he will not bid, || 
they will purchase the tract, including his im- | 
provement, and transfer it to him at the stipulated | 
price. Having thus removed him from the com- || 
petition in bidding, they obtain it at the minimum, || 
and put in their own pockets all they get from him || 
over the said minimum. Now, said he, this is 
the system of which his constituents complain, | 
and of which he did not approve. The other | 
fact was as to the sufficiency of the notice. The | 
Senator from Mississippi (Mr. Buack] had said | 
the notice, as regarded the sale in that State, had | 
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been sixty days, and he viewed it as sufficient, 
and this he said might be so; he would not pre- 
tend to dispute it. But, as rded the notice in 
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they 
there may also have been a company formed in 


March 8, 


! gone pel ope ann land in Mississippi, believing 


better their condition in life. And 


Alabama, it was not more than half thattime. It || Tennessee; butso far as he knew, he believed that 
had been made the subject of complaint, and he || the gentleman’s information that there was such a 


thought that, considering the distance and the lo- 
cality of the country to be sold, such notice made 
more in favor of the capitalist than the actual 
settler, who might find it necessary to make an 
application to the State bank for the one thing 
needful. 

And here he would beg leave to say to the 
honorable Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Manevm,] that although he would be highly 
pleased to see him settle a cotton plantation in 
Alabama, yet the faci that foreigners were not 
accommodated had riot excited his sympathies at 
all. Again, it had been said, that an expeditious 
sale was necessary as a means of preventing the 
difficulty that was threatened between the author- 
ties of the State and the General Government. 
The life of a citizen had been sacrificed by order 
of a deputv marshe!, which had given rise to an 
apprehension of the most serious results. 

Jt is true it had been said that this misfortunate 
individual was a turbulent man, and had attempt- 
ed to blow up his own house in order to injure 
others, &c.; but he believed this was mere rumor, 
and not sanctioned by evidence. The sales of the 
lands, however, it had been said, removed all diffi- 
cuity, and therefore justified the very short notice 
that had been given, and he was not disposed to 
controvert this point. Whathe wished mainly to 
say was, that he had not been consulted as to the 
time of sale, nor had he given any advice relative 
to it. He was glad, however, that the sales hed 
been suspended, because if the bill which has been 
reported by the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and is now progressing in the Senate, shall become 
a law, (and he hoped it would,) the settlers would 
be protected from the iron grasp of the speculator, 


| by means of yee se right which this bill 


gives them. And experience had proved that the 
Government could lose nothing by this mode of 


| disposing of the public lands; for if any of the 


lands were worth more than the minimum, the 


| surplus was pocketed by speculators. 


Mr. KING replied that he never said or intend- 
ed to say that any one was consulted. He said 
he knew nothing of the intended sale till he heard 
that gentlemen were consulted. He presumed 


| that the letters of gentlemen in the other House 


stated things correctly. In carrying the treaty 


| into effect,an individual intruded and thereby lost 


his life, while he was himself attempting the lives 
of others. The President used every possible ex- 
ertion to locate the reservation as soon as possible, 
but the great source of controversy remained, and 
the lands were brought to market to narrow down 
the controversy. A portion of the population 
might have been dissatisfied with the sales; he did 
not know how that was. Astoa settlement of the 
difficulties, he did not know how that could be 
effected by the plan of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, which provided for a distribution of the 
proceeds of sales among the several States. 

Mr. WHITE said from the terms in which gen- 
tlemen had spoken of the Tennessee company, he 


felt bound to make a few remarks, lest his silence | 


might be misinterpreted into an acquiescence in 
the correctness of the statements. The gentle- 
man from Mississippi [Mr. Poinpexrer] had 
spoken of a Tennessee speculating company. For 
himself he could not say whether such a company 
existed or not. But about twelve months ago a 
story of the same kind was in circulation. He 


was shortly afterwards in Nashville, and made | 


inquiry of several gentlemen there into its truth, 
who assured him thatthere was no such company 
there. Last fall, shortly before he left home 
for Washington, he was in Nashville again, and 
while there, several gentlemen went to Missis- 
sippi to make purchases of land, and he was satis- 
fied from what he learned, that no one of them was 
a member of anycompany whatever. ‘Thepeople 
of Tennessee, like those of other States, were an 
enterprising, money-making people, but their char- 
acters were as fair and respectable as any others. 
it might seem invidious to say they were more 80; 
he therefore made no claim to go higher. There 
was a greater variety of character and population 
there, and some might no doubt be found who had 
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company, was founded in mistake. If it were so, 


he had no information whatever about it. The 
place of his residence was two hundred miles from 
the place where the company was said to be form. 
ed. Being from Tennessee, it might have been 
inferred if he had been silent, that he possessed 
knowledge of a fact which he would not avow. 
Mr. McLamore’sname had been mentioned. That 
asap was a nephew of the President, and it 
ad been said was a member of the company. He 
had had a long and intimate acquaintance with 
Mr. McLamore, and he willingly added his testi- 
mony to his character. His land transactions were 
us numerous as those of any other man in Ten- 
nesses—he was an active, business-doing, and 
faithful man, and was the only man within his 
acquaintance who dealt largely in lands, who 
never was subjected to any imputation which 
would take from his character as a man of honor 
and integrity. It had been said that the notice of 
sale was short, and that the Tennessee compan 
was formed of nephews and relations of the Presi- 
States. And in the absence of 
any disclaimer on his part, it might be thought that 
he admitted the charge. But he was persuaded, 
if inquiry were made into the motive for the short 


| notic=, it would be found that there was none other 


than what the public ought to approve, because 
the object was to promote the public interest. He 
was perfectly satisfied if any Tennesseean, either 
a relative or not of the President, had, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, intimated to him a wish that 
he should give him an advantage in the purchase 
of land over any other citizens of the United States, 
he would have received such an answer from the 
President as would forever after have placed him 
beyond the pale of his friendship. And in regard 
to the short notice, if it should be found that the 
motive was the public interest, he hoped the Pres- 
ident would be acquited on that point. He was 
desirous that the Committee on Public Lands 
should inquire into the wholg subject, and if 
it should be discovered that there had been vio- 
lations of the public interests, that the names of 
the guilty should be held up to the scorn and in- 
dignation of the community. And while he con- 
fidently indulged the hope that no countryman of 
his would be found guilty, God forbid that he 
should screen him from exposure, if his guilt 
should be made to appear. It had been said that 
the agent for locating the lands in the Choctaw 
country was concerned in the purchase of lands. 
But he thought it would appear that in this, too, 
the gentleman was mistaken. But if it be known, 
and if it can be authentically made known to the 
President, from that time forth he would be in- 
stantly dismissed, and a person appointed who 
would promptly and faithfully perform his or 
Mr. W. said he felt it his duty to say thus much, 
and perhaps he ought to apologise to the Senate 
for this consumption of their time. And he would 
further say, that if it was in the power of the com- 
mittee to devise a plan which should effectually 
guard against frauds, hereafter, in the sale of the 
public lands, it would meet his hearty concurrence 
and support. 

Some further remarks were made by Messrs. 
POINDEXTER, BLACK, MANGUM, and 
MOORE, when the resolution was adopted. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpar, March 3, 1834. 


Mr. CLAYTON presented the memorial of one 
thousand six hundred and forty citizens, and the 
proceedings of a public meeting in Newcastle, Del- 
aware, praying that measures may be devised for 
restoring the deposites to the Bank of the United 
States. After some remarks, made by Mr. C., 
the memorial and proceedings were read, referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. POINDEXTER rose, not to revive the dis- 
cussion upon the public lands. He would not 
argue it now, but contented himself with saying, 
that the subject would undergo a most rigid inves- 
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tigation before the Committee on Public Lands, | 
when the subject came before them. 

Two of the leading journals of this city, from || 

motives highly proper in themselves, refrained _ 
from publishing any report of the unpleasant de- | 
. bate which took place in the Senate on Friday last. || 
For one, he — at the discretion which had | 
been exhibited by the gentlemen at the head of | 
those journals; but the third, the official journal, | 
had published a report of that description which | 
contained scarcely a semblance of the truth. As | 
to his remarks, the report did not give one tenth of | 
what fell from him, and that so changed as to give | 
a very different view from that which he had really | 
given. Other gentlemen had been as much mis- | 
represented. e had made this statement in order | 
that no undue impression might be made on the | 
ublic mind from this publication. It would have || 
Geen better that the report had been suppressed || 
altogether. As far as related to himself, he had || 
deemed it his duty to make these remarks. If || 
other gentlemen were satisfied, beitso. Hetook |, 
occasion to say thus much, and concluded by sub- || 
mitting the following resolutions, and asked their | 
immediate consideration: {| 

1. Resolved, That the Secretary of the War | 
Department be directed to communicate to the | 
Senate the name or names of the agent or agents 
appointed by the President of the United States to | 
locate the reservations granted to individuals of | 
the Choctaw tribe of Indians, by the treaty of | 
Dancing Rabbit Creek, and, also, copies of such | 
instractions.as may have been given to the agent 
or agents so appointed ; and of any correspondence || 
which may have taken place between any officer || 
in the Department of War and said agent or agents, || 
or any other person or persons whose correspond- | 
ence may bein the department, touching theloca- | 
tions of said reservations, and the manner in which | 
the duties of said agent or agents may have been | 
performed. 

2. Resolved, That the sMMi Secretary be directed 
to transmit to the Senate a copy of the register | 
of the names of such Choctaw Indians as claim | 
reservations of lands under the fourteenth and | 
nineteenth articles of said treaty. 


Mr. POINDEXTER moved the consideration 
of the resolutions now, with a view to give the | 
Secretary of War time to make out the papers. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he was much pleased with | 
the movement which was now made, because if | 
there was anything wrong in the matter to which | 
the resolutions alluded, he was as desirous to | 
expose it to public reprobation as any other man. | 
His object in rising now, was to move that the 
resolutions be printed. He wished to have an 
opportunity of considering the subject with a view | 
of ascertaining if some further direction on the 
subject could not be given to the committee. 

The consideration of the resolutions was agreed | 
to, and they were adopted. 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the resolutions 
were then ordered to be printed. 


Mr. POINDEXTER also submitted the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the circum- | 
stances attending the recent sales of the public | 
lands in the States of Mississippi and Alabama, 
and whether the proclamatior of the President of 
the United States, causing the public lands in the 
districts of country acquired trom the Choctaw 
tribe of Indians, in Alabama, to be offered at pub- 
lic sale, were issued and promulgated areasonable 
length of time prior to the day on which said sales 
were directed to be commenced in each of said dis- 
tricts, to give proper notice to the ple of the 
United States of the days appointed for said sales. 

2. Resolved, That the same committee inquire 
whether any fraudulent practices to the injury of 
the public interest took place at said sales, by 
reason of combination of companies or individuals 
interdicting, or unfavorable to a fair competition 
between bidders for the public lands, offered for 
sale in the said districts; and if so, whether the 
officers superintending said sales had knowledge 
of, or participated in such fraudulent practices or 
combinations. 

3. Resolved, That the said committee be in- 
structed to inquire whether the registers of the land 
offices and the receivers of the public moneys at 
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any of the land offices of the United States, or 
cana of them, have, in violation of law and of 
their official duties, demanded or accepted a bonus 
or premium from any purchaser or purchasers of 
the public lands at public or private sale, for the 
benefit of such officer or officers, as a condition on 
which such purchaser or purchasers should be 
allowed to enter or purchase any tract or tracts of 
land offered for sale by the United States; and 
also, whether any register or receiver as aforesaid 
has been guilty of fraud or partiality in the sales | 
of the public lands, by adopting rules and regula- 
tions in their respective offices inconsistent with 
the laws of the United States. 

4. Resolved, That the said committee inquire 
whether the public lands at any land office in the 
State of Mississippi have been sold otherwise than 
for cash; and whether any register or receiver in 
said State has, at any time, teken in payment the 
promissory note of any purchaser or purchasers, | 
bearing an interest to accrue to the benefit of such 
register or receiver. 

5. Resolved, That, in prosecution of said inqui- 
ries, the said committee have power to send for 
persons and papers, and to examine witnesses || 
before them on oath touching the matters aforesaid. || 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of in- || 
habitants of Barkland, Illinois, praying the estab- | 
lishment of a land office; which was referred to | 


Mr. ROBINSON presented the memorial of in- | 
habitants of Adams county, Illinois, praying the | 
construction of a railroad from Buffalo to the river | 
Mississippi; which was referred to the Committee | 
on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of in- | 
habitants of Crawford county, Illinois, praying || 
the establishment of a post route from Chicago to | 
Vincennes; which was referred to the Committee | 


the Committee on Public Lands. | 


| on the Post Office and Post Roads. || 


Mr. ROBINSON, in pursuance of notice, ob- || 
tained leave to introduce a bill to authorize the || 
State of Illinois to dispose of the lands reserved || 
for the use of public schools; the bill was read 
and referred to the Committee on Public lands. | 

Mr. POINDEXTER asked that the bill regu- 
lating the manner of advertising the public lands, 
when offered for sale, be read a second time, in | 
order that it might be referred; which was agreed 


| 
i} 
i} 


to, and the bill referred to the Committee on Pub- | P 


lic Lands. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice that he || 
should, to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill 
compensating the register and receiver of the land 
office in West Florida. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, submitted the follow- 


BE. 
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of the Senate. Whatever the decision might be, 
he would of course acquiesce in it. 

After some conversation between Messrs. CLAY, 
CHAMBERS, and GRUNDY, all the special or- 
ders were postponed ull to-morrow, except that in 
relation to the 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


Which having been announced by the VICE 
PRESIDENT, 

Mr. HILL rose and spoke at some length in 
eupport of the reasons of the Secretary; when, at 








| four o’clock, without concluding, he gave way to 


Mr. WRIGHT; upon whose motion, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 3, 1834. 
Petitions and memorials were presented b 








| Messrs. HIESTER, WAGENER, ANTHONY, 
|| GALBRAITH, HARRISON, BINNEY, HAR- 
| PER, DENNY, McKENNAN, POTTS, KING, 

| RAMSEY,STEWART,SUTHERLAND, LA- 


PORTE, BEAUMONT, HENDERSON, and 
WATMOUGH, of Pennsylvania; 

Mr. MILLIGAN, of Delaware; 

Messrs. McKIM,STODDERT, and HEATH, 


| of Maryland; and b 


y 

Messrs. ARCHER and GORDON, of Virginia. 

Mr. HIESTER presented the proceedings of a 
meeting held by the citizens of Lancaster county, 
Pennsylvania, in favor of the restoration of the 
pe igo to the United States Bank. Read, refer- 
red, and orderéd to be printed. 

Mr. HIESTER also presented fourteen peti- 
tions, signed by 2,800 citizens of Lancaster county, 
also praying for the restoration of the deposites. 
Referred, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WAGENER presented the petition of 350 
citizens of Northampton county, Pennsylvania, 

raying the recharter of the Bank of the United 

tates, and the restoration of the deposites. Re- 
ferred, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BINNEY presented the memorial of 1,700 
citizens of Northampton county, Pennsylvania, 
representing the existence of great distress in the 
country, and praying the recharter of the United 
Seen ree Read, referred, and ordered to be 
rinted. 

Mr. HARPER presented the memorial of a 
bank in Pennsylvania, praying the restoration of 
the deposites. The memorial was referred, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DENNY presented the petition of the Bank 
of Pittsburg, praying the recharter of the Bank of 





ing resolution, the immediate consideration of | 
which he asked; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
authorizing by law the sale of fqur sections of | 
land, being part of the grant made to the French | 
emigrants for the cultivation of the vine and olive, | 
and parcelled out to each grantee in small allot- 
ments. 


Petitions of a private nature were presented by || 
Messrs. ROBINSON, POINDEXTER, MAN- | 
GUM, and McKEAN, and severally referred to | 
appropriate committees. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial, signed || 
by inhabitants of Oxford, Lower Dublin, and the ] 

| 





unincorporated parts of the Northern Liberties, in | 
favor of the restoration of the deposites to the | 
Bank of the United States; 

Also, a memorial from inhabitants of Roxbo- | 
rough and Manyunk, of the same character; | 

And also, one of a similar nature, from thecity | 
and county of Lancaster. 

All of which were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


SPECIAL ORDERS. 


Mr. CHAMBERS moved to postpone all the 
special orders for the purpose of taking up the 
bill providing compensation for French spolia- 
tions. Mr. C. said he made this motion in pur- | 


suance of notice that he would do so on to-day. | 


The importance of the bill, the pecuniary interests | 
involved in it, required at the hands of the Senate | 
as manly a consideration of it as was 


on ¢ an 
He did not urge the bill in violation of the wishes 


| P 


| the United States. 


Mr. DENNY also presented the resolutions 
adopted by a meeting of citizens of Alleghany 


‘| county, Pennsylvania, declaring that great pecu- 


niary embarrassment pervaded the western coun- 
try, and that the only and the proper remedy for 
the evil was the restoration of the deposites to the 
United States Bank. Read, referred, and ordered 
to be printed, with the names. 

The SPEAKER presented the proceedings of a 
large meeting of citizens of Chester county, ascrib- 


| ing the public distress to the removal of the de- 


osites, representing the necessity of a recharter 
of the Bank of the United States, and also propos- 
ing a general convention of the citizens of Penn- 


|| sylvania, to be held at Harrishurg, with a view to 


express their sentiments on this subject. 

Mr. POTTS said he could bear testimony to the 
fact that this meeting was emphatically a meeting 
of the people. It was composed of persons of all 
parties, and it was the largest meeting ever held 
in the large and flourishing county of Chester. 
The individuals who took part in the proceedings 
of the meeting, were among the most intelligen 
highminded, and honorable men in the county, & 
were attached to different political parties. On 
motion of Mr. P., the proceedings were referred, 
anc ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER presented the proceedings of 
a meeting of citizens, held in Philadelphia, on the 
subject of the removal of the deposites and the re- 
| charter of the bank, declaring the opinion that the 
| deposites were removed and the bank charter ve- 





| toed, with a view to the establishment of a national 


| bank in the city of New York, and recommendi 
'guch an alteration of the Constitution as wil 
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— all constitutional objections to a national 


On motion of Mr. SUTHERLAND, the pro- | 


ceedings were read. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND presented a memorial 
from the citizens of Renboveurh: Philadelphia 
county, Pennsylvania, in favor of the restoration 
of the deposites, and for rechartering the Bank of 


the United States. He called for the reading of | 
the memorial; and knowing the persons who | 


signed it, he wished to bear meee to their 
high respectability. They were men friendly to 


the present Administration; they were men who | 


felt that it was their right as freemen to give their 
sentiments on the present state of thinge. But he 
would take occasion to remark, that although they 
had signed and sent this memorial, not one of them 
would be found abandoning the Administration in 
the day of trial. 


Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, said he was | 
happy to have it in his power to concur with his | 
co testimony to the respectabil- 
ity, intelligence, and patriotism of the memorial- | 


league in bear 


ists. The memorial was agreed to at a meeting 
composed of six or eight thousand persons, and 
with only one dissenting voice. This would be, 
he hoped, sufficient evidence, if any was wanting, 


that the present was no longer viewed as a ques- | 
tion of party, but that it originated in motives that || 


were entitled to the consideration of the House. 
The memorial was then read, referred, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. KING presented a memorial from inhab- 


itants of Potteville, Schuylkill county, Pennsylva- || 


nia, against the restorauon of the deposites and 
recharter of the bank. 


Mr.STEWART presented forty-one memorials 
from divers places, praying aid for the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND presented a memorial 
said to be signed by nearly four thousand work- 
ingmen, in the Third Congressional District, ask- 
ing that the deposites might not be restored, and 
eg —_ the recharter of the bank. 

Mr. WATMOUGH remarked that he had heard 
some floating rumor that such a memorial was to 
be presented. He claimed to know something of 
the sentiments, and of the inhabitants of the dis- 
trict, and he desired that his colleague would state 
what he knew of the persons who had signed the 


memorial. The people of the district felt that the | 


presentation of the memorial was such an imputa- 
tion upon their character, that they called a meet- 
ing, which was to be held on Wednesday next; 
that when this should have been presented, the 
character of the persons signing it should be placed 
in their proper light. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND said, if the men who 
signed the memorial were not to be found, as was 
apprehended by his colleague, when the great 
question came up hereafter, it would be, perhaps, 
wo much the better for him, as to the contest that 
was approaching. He did not himself know the 
memorialists; but he might be allowed to say, that 
the memorial was presented to him by as gallant 
a soldier as was in the country, and that it was 
sent on by a committee of the workingmen from 
the district. He could state further, as he was 
instructed to do, that they were men who were 
determined to hold on to their opinion in support 
of the President still more than they had done. 
He had intended presenting it last petition day, 
when the tleman who gave it was here, and 
who brought with it a letter to him from the gen- 
tleman who was now editor of the Workingman’s 
Advocate. He would move for the printing of 
the names, to ene? the gentleman, that he may 
hereafter see the 


are not mere men of straw. 


Mr. WATMOUGH rose to order. The gen- | 
tleman misrepresented what he had said; he had | 


not said they were men of straw. 

The SPEAKER remarked that Mr. S. had not 
attributed this expression to him. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND made the remark in 
answer to what was seid by the gentleman when 
he wished he might know where these persons 
were to be found. He moved the printing of the 
names for that purpose. 


Mr. WATMOUGH desired this equally with | 








his colleague, and he hoped that he would be as 
well prepared as he was at the approaching con- 
test, to account for every word and every act 
which he had done or said in the House or else- 


read and ordered to be printed, and referred 
Committee of Ways und Sloane, aa 


Mr. GORDON presented the resolutions of the 





memorialists have not such a | 
character as he would represent them; that they | 


|| where in reference to the interests of their constit- 
uents. He wanted to be convinced of the fact 
whether those 4,000 persons came from the North- 
ern Liberties. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND could not, from his own 
knowledge, say they did; but he supposed they 
lived there, or round about it. 

Mr. WATMOUGH. Round about, indeed! 
Why, the whole number of voters in the district is 
not 3,000. He knew that the whole of the Third 
| Congressional District had an almost unanimous 
|| voice upon this subject. They had, hitherto, come 
| forward in mass, and they were about doing so 
in detail. He was not going to impute anything 
derogatory to the character of any man, or detract 
from thaf of a gallant soldier, but the circum- 
stances of this memorial were so remarkable, it 
was only right that the matter should be fairly 
stated. he did not appear that there was any public 
|| meeting called to give it sanction. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND had always tried to keep 
| from intermeddling in the affairs of other districts. 
He knew, therefore, but little of the memorialists, 
or about the manner in which it was got up; and 
when doubts were attempted to be cast upon them 
| and it, he felt he owed it to himself, and to the 
|| House, to state that he presented it because he was 
requested todo so. He alluded to the gallant sol- 
dier, because, from the knowledge he had of his 
|| character, he was convinced he would not do a 





|| thing so derogatory to his character as bringing a 
|| petition with false names. Although he did not 
imself know the persons, he had no hesitation in 
saying that he believed the sentiments contained 
in the memorial were felt by a large body of the 
| workingmen in the district. 

The memorial, with the names, was then ordered 
|| to be printed, and referred. 


‘|| Mr. WATMOUGH presented two memorials 
from the mechanics and workingmen of the 
| Northern Liberties, and from the farmers, mechan- 
ice, &c., in the smaller districts, in favor of the 
restoration of the deposites, and rechartering of 
the bank; which were read, referred, and, with 
the names, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MILLIGAN presented the memorial of 
sundry inhabitants of New Castle county, Dela- 
ware, praying the restoration of the deposites to 
the United States Bank. 

Mr. MILLIGAN said, that when the subject 
to which the petition referred should be brought 
before the House by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, he should feel it his duty to throw aside 
the character of listener which he had hitherto 
sustained, and advocate the views of his constit- 
uents before this House. At present, it was his 
purpose to — the petition was signed by one 
thousand six hundred persons, embracing a ma- 
jority of the voters of the county, and to bear tes- 
|| timony to their respectability, intelligence, indus- 
|| try, and enterprise. They were influenced in their 
| views by no party considerations, and they were 
‘| men of different occupations, and of every grade 
|| of wealth. Mr. M. proceeded, at some length, to 

explain and support the views of the memorialists, 
after which, on his motion the memorial was read, 
referred, and ordered to be vrinted. 

Mr. MILLIGAN sniso presented the proceed- 
ings of the meeting at which the above memorial 
was adopted, which wasalso read, and ordered to 

| be printed. 

Mr. McKIM rose and said: 

I am requested to present two memorials signed 
by 3,624 citizens of Baltimore, stating that they 
approve of the course of the Administration in 
relation to the Bank of the United States, and 
praying that the charter of said bank may not be 
ach eaie Speak he ti 

8 not, Mr. er, trespass on the time 
of the House, by detailing the various trades and 
professions of the signers to this memorial; it is 
sufficient for my purpose to say, that they are 

ican freemen, and as such, entitled to be 
heard, and to have equal weight and consideration 
in proportion to their numbers, as to any memorial 
yet presented to this House. 


On motion of Mr, McKIM, the memorial was 


} 














_ tives and instructing the Senators from 
| to exert their efforts to procure the restoration of . 
| the deposites, &c. The Legislature considered 
| this as a great question, and regarded the action of 





, Legislature of Virginia, requesting the Representa. 


at State 


the President on the subject as violative of the 
Constitution. The people of Virginia heretofore 
yielded to no portion of the people of this nation 
in admiration and respect for our Chief Magistrate. 
But the Legislature of Virginia, standing on con- 
stitutional grounds, now opposed his assumptions 
of power, and the voice of the Legislature was, he 
believed, reéchoed by almost all the people of the 
State. They characterize the measures of the Pres- 
ident as a dangerous and alarming assumption of 
power, and they say that they haveseen an inten- 
tion or a tendency to concentrate all power in the 
hands of the Executive. They witness the exer- 
cise of legislative functions by the Executive, and 
wf see the rights of this House trampled under 
oot. 

The Executive Magistrate was authorized by the 
charter of the bank, in case of a violation of the 
charter, to issue a scire facias and try the question; 
but, prejudging the question, he has himself de- 
cided it, instead of the judge. The laws direct that 
the Secretary of the Treasury, if he have good 
cause, shall remove the deposites. e President 
abused his power of appointment, to thrust from 
office a Secretary who had decided that he had no 
sufficient reason for removing the deposites, and 
put in one whose opinions were known to coincide 
with his own. The President had done that in- 
directly which he had no power to do directly. 
The President had no right to go into the Treasury 
except under the orders of Congress—he had no 
right to interfere directly in auy way with the 
Treasury. The Legislature admitted, and he him- 
self admitted, the right @f removal from office; but 
to make use of the power of removal to effect an 
illegal act was, in their and his opinion; a danger- 
ous assumption of power. A power to put in and 
out forty thousand officers, would become, if wield- 
ed for political effect by the President, utterly in- 
consistent with the political freedom of the country. 
This golden ladder of preferment, with forty thou- 
sand rounds, held out to every climber-up the pros- 
pect of reaching to the top. Human virtue could 
not withstand the temptations which power and 
patronage presented to their followers. Heshould 
feel himself degraded to stand here as a representa- 
tive of the pies if such a construction of the Con- 
stitution san. d prevail as would give the President 
the power to put out and in, without just cause, 
almost every functionary of the Government. He 
did not believe that it was the intention of the Pres- 
ident to grasp the liberties of the country; he be- 
lieved he viewed the Bank of the United States as 
a monster standing in the way of public liberty. 
But the State of Virginia, though likewise opposed 
to a national bank, viewed the question as one 
concerning the powers of the different branches of 
the Government. All legislative power was vested 
in Congress. The veto power of the President 
was not a legislative power, but merely a negative 
power. The Constitution directs that no money 
shall be drawn from the Treasury without an ap- 
propriation by law. 

It had been assumed that, in the interval between 
the collection and the disbursement of the revenue, 
the President might do what he pleased with it. 
But Mr. G. contended that the President had 
nothing to do with the public money excepting as 
appropriated by law. The assumption violated 
the groundworks of free government, and he ex- 
pressed his surprise and regret that the represent- 
atives of the people did not condemn the course of 
the Executive instanter. He had no doubt, how- 
ever, that the members of this body acted from 
honest convictions of their duty. 

Mr. G. then alluded to the President’s proclama- 
tion, the principles and objects of which he con- 
demned. That was the first measure as to which 
the people of Virginia differed from the President. 
Sixty days before the meeting of Congress, after 
various transmutations in the Cabinet, a blow was 
strv _k which carried alarm through ~¥ ~- com- 
munity. The deposites were removed. e.meas- 
ure he dunenall unnecessary, as the bank had been 








1834. 


killed by the veto; and as the time of the President’s 
term of office was longer than the remaining term 
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| placency to the anathemas he dealt forth at his 
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mit with complacency to him, in what was as great 


| by the fact that the act creating the Treasury De- 
an assumption, and look on, or listen with com- 


partment imposed upon the Secretary of the Treas- 
|| ury to report to Congress plans for the improve- 
leasure against the President? He felt that it j ment of the revenue, &c., and that Congress is not 
me them to treat the executive authority, at || bound to act upon those plans, but may lay them 
_ all times, with becoming respect, and when the || aside. He censured Mr. Duane, not for refusing 
| Governor proceeded in this style, he was remind- || to resign, but for giving a pledge to resi He 
| ed of the anecdote told of the honest Dutchman, || maintained that the President had acted honestly 
| Henry Snyder, who, passing judgment upon him- || and faithfully in this matter, and that he had the 

self, was forced to acknowledge, that in taking too || constitutional right to remove Mr. Duane, and that 
much toll—but which he gave to the poor—* he || he would have been recreant to his trust if he had 
| might go along vid the sheep, but it was atammed || not removed him. 
| tight squeeze.”” There was but little difference be- || If the correctness of the President’s motives 
| tween this assumption by the Governor, and that || were questioned, let them be inquired into and 
| by the President. He would regret his missive, || ascertained. 
|| the President’s proclamation, and the manifesto || But it was said that the House of Representa- 
|| read by the President to his Cabinet, as of one || tives had declared that the deposites were safe in 
| and the same class, par nobile fratrum, and all as || the Bank of the United States. To this he an- 





} 








of the charter, there was no possibility that the 
bank would obtain a renewal of its charter. It did | 
not require memorials from Philadelphia, or else- | 
where, to tell us that the measure was productive | 
of distress and embarrassment. Its neceseary re- 
sult was general distrust and despondency. 

Mr. G. considered the power of removal asa 
legal, not a constitutional power; and while he was 
a representative of the people, he meant to watch 
over its exercise. The pe way to preserve lib- 
erty was to diffuse power. Where it was concen- 
trated, it became corrupt. 

Virginia stood in opposition to the power as- 
sumed by Congress to charter any bank; her 
doctrines, as to the rights of the States, were well 
known, and by them he was determined to stand 
or fall. 

The resolutions were then read, after which, 

Mr. PATTON rose and called for the reading 
of the following letter, which was sent by the 
Governor of Virginia, with the resolutions, to the 
Representatives in Congress from Virginia: 

VIRGINIA. 
Executive is 198 
February 13, 1834. 

Sir: In compliance with the request of the Gen- 

eral Assembly of the Commonwealth, it gives me 
reat pleasure to transmit to you the accompany- 

ing resolutions, adopted by that body, disapproving 

of the recent act of the President, in withdrawing 


and way the public deposites from the bank || 


where they had been placed by law. 
This dangerous and alarming assumption of 
power has already inflicted deep and lasting inju 
upon the citizens of this Commonwealth, whie 
our efforts and exertions in the Congress of the 
nited States, it is hoped, will aid in alleviating as 
far as practicable, and resttaining the disposition 
which the President has manifested to extend his 
official authority beyond its just and proper limits, 
which he has so clearly manifested in his recent 
interference with the Treasury Department of the 
Federal Government. , 
I am, sir, with respectful consideration, your 
obedient servant, JOHN FLOYD. 


Mr. P. rose to perform the unpleasant and un- 
gracious task of showing that the Governor of Vir- 
ginia, in thus sending his missive to the represent- 
atives of that State in Congress, had manifested a 
‘ disposition to extend his authority beyond its 
proper and defined limits. And he desired to 

now by what right the Executive was authorized 
to do more than to transmit the resolutions. But 
when he did thus denounce the acts of the President. 
in withdrawing the deposites, as a dangerous and 
alarming assumption of power, which he felt pleas- 
ure in doing, he ought to have ar a better and 
more accurate description than he had chosen to 
do, of the state of public opinion, and have added, 
that Virginia had not deserted the opinions which 
she had always entertained in opposition to the 
bank—that Virginia still held to the opinions which 
she promulgated in 1798, and which she reiterated 
in 1811, that the power to establish such an insti- 
tution by Congress, was a dangerous violation of 
the Constitution, and a dangerous encroachment 
sy the sovereignty of each of the United States. 

‘he Governor had been pleased, also, to express 
his hopes that the efforts of the representatives of 
Virginia here would be used in restraining the dis- 
postion manifested by the President, in extending 
iis judicial authority. But, whilst he would ac- 
knowledge with gratitude any opinions with which 
he might be favored, to instruct him as to the path 
he should pursue, and give such instruction the 
consideration it would merit, he could not recog- 
nise the Governor’s right to do so, under the offi- 
cial garb of his authority, addressed by letters 
missive, more in the style of a great potentate, to 
an ambassador sele by him to do his bidding, 
than in anything else. No person had more loud! 
joined in the universal burst of indignation wit 
which the President’s proclamation had been 
received in Virginia, than the present Governor of 
Virginia. And he had upon all occasions joined 
in denouncing the President for having assumed 
what he considered to be an authority which did 
not belong to him; and should, or ought, the repre- 
sentatives, the free representatives of Virginia, sub- 










| being efflorescence from the soil of Executive || swered that the opinion was forced upon Congress 
| pruriency. by the application of the gs without considera- 
|| In noticing the resolutions of the Legislature, || tion or the examination of evidence. There was 
| he would do so with all the respect to which they || nothing in the vote of Congress, or that resolu- 
| were entitled. His own opinions on the subject- || tion, which ought, in the least d , to have in- 
| matter were well known to be at variance with || fluenced the action of the President on this aubject. 
| them; he had given the subject every considera- 

tion, and he saw no reason to change the opinion 


But it was said that the House of Representatives 
had the exclusive control of the Treasury. There 
| he had entertained. Although he might best con- 
| sult his own interest by doing so, and joining in 


was nota clause in the Constitution which gave 

countenance to this assertion. The bills were to 
| the cry that was endeavored to be raised of tyr- originate in the House of Representatives. This 
| anny and despotism, he would not until he was || ha 


no reference to the present question. Alllawe 
| directed so to do by that authority which only he 


respecting the keeping of the sepetine belong to 
| could recognise—that of the people whom he || the legislative department, in the constitutional 
| represented. Ie would not float into the stream, 


use of the term, and are not the peculiar province 
| which must finally lead to the gulf of despotic || of the House of Representatives. But General 
| consolidation, into which the country was rapidly || Jackson had not seized the purse. He could not 
| falling. He remembered well, aud the time was || touch even a dollar of his own salary without the 
not long gone by, when Virginia stood alone in 


g0 forms of law. It was said that he could turn out 
| resisting the encroachments of the Federal Gov- || the officers, and put in those creatures who would 
| ernment. The doctrine, however, spread. The 


sign such warrants as were presented to them. 
| Bank of the United States was one of the first- || But it was as vain to talk about that as to say that 
| bern that sprung from these encroachments. He || the legislative department might take the whole 
| therefore rejoiced that, as it was the most power- | surplus revenue and distribute it among ourselves, 
ful, it was then reeling and tottering under the 


as extra compensation. We had the power to do 
same blow which had nearly destroyed the two || it; but should that prevent us from exercising our 
others, which had a similar origin—internal im- || just and proper powers? It was idle to argue 
provement and the tariff. He could not wish to || against the existence of powers from their i- 
mitigate its fate, and hoped that those who con- 


bility of being abused. It was the part of wis- 
tended so successfully in arresting the progress of || dom to restrain the powers of Government within 
consolidation, would not be led way under the 


just limits, and, by proper checks, to prevent those 
influence of excitement, and thus abandon their || limits from being transcended. If gentlemen think 
principles. Mr. P. referred to the opinions ex- || that this is an arbitrary ae of power by 
pressed by Mr. Madison, in his various letters || the President, he submitted that they ought to 
under the signature of Publius, showing the dan- || pr@@eed to inquire into the facts. Let us not act 
gers of concentrating power, and argued at length 


as accusers and judges. If the cha were true, 
to prove, that if the preamble to the resolution was 


the President ought to be impeached; and if they 
adopted, as there was in it what he contended was || were true, he ought to be convicted. According 
an unfounded assumption of power, the natural 


to his present impression, he could not see the dis- 
conclusion must be that it must result in erecting || tinction between this question and that of rechar- 
a principle which isalike unsound. In commenting || tering the bank. Unless he could be convinced 
upon the resolutions adopted by the Legislature || that the restoration of the deposites would relieve 
of his State, he was compelled to deny that the |; the community, he should vote against their res- 
framers of the Constitution deemed the act of the || toration. 
Presidentin removing from office to be a dangerous He could not agree with the Legislature that the 
or alarming usurpation. He maintained that the || safety of the public treasure was the only reasou 
power of removal was more properly an execu- | for which the deposites could be removed. On the 
tive than a legislative power. contrary, he did not think it a leading considera- 
Mr. P. said that no one contended that the Pres- || tion. If that wereintended by thecharter, it would 
ident had the right to use capriciously the power || have been so stated. Why should the charter 
of removal and appointment. Such aright would || require the Secretary of the T to give 
set up all the offices of the country to be scram- ‘*reasons,’’ when they contemplated but one reason? 
bled for, and establish the detestable principle || The charter alao required that the notes of the 
that the spoils of the vanquished belong to the 


bank should be received in payment of the rev- 
victors. He would oppose this os le by whem- | enue; and if, in giving this power to remove the 
soever it might be advanced. Mr. P, here read a | 


deposites, their safety was alone considered, would 
| not some provision have been made for discred- 
| iting their notes at the Treasury at the same time 
| that the deposites were removed? It was not his 


| 
| 




















passage from the speech of Mr. Caruoun, stating 
that the power of removal could ve constitution- 
ally exercised, and viewing its exercise, in the 
present case, asan abuse, and not as an assumption 
ofpower. This gentleman rested his opposition to 
the measure on the supposed impropriety of the 
motives of the President in exercising the power. 
If he could believe that the President’s motives 
were corrupt, he would go as far as any one in 
condemning them, and he would be willing that 
any inquiry should be instituted into the facts. 
Bat the question did not rest upon reason or 
argument. There was the highest authority for 
the right of the President to exercise the power. 


design to advert at present to many other points 
which had been brought into discussion, but which 
were not presented by the resolutions of the Legis- 
lature. He, however, resisted the idea that the 
United States Bank was the Treasury, and con- 
tended that the Treasury was the public money 
wherever it was kept. If the bank had violated 
its charter, and engaged in party contests, the 
Secretary had the right to remove the deposites. 
Oné of the charges against the bank had been 
attempted to be met by ridicule. But the charge 


It rested on a legislative act, passed in 1789, nine || was too serious to be got over in that way. e 
days after the organization of the department, |! then went into a detail of the printing expenses of 
establishing the salaries of the executive depart- || the bank during the late contest for the Presi- 


ments. But the question was put forever at rest || dency, at the very moment when the main ques- 
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_was, that the Legislature had no right to investi- 


zis 


tion between the two parties was bank or no bank. | 
He read an extract from a report made to this 
House, two years ago, which was thought to be 


so excellent an argument in favor of the recharter | 


of the bank, that a large number of copies were 

distributed by the bank. In this pasenge the wri- | 
ter laid down, in broad terms, the very principles 
on which the Secretary of the Treasury claimed 
the right to remove the deposites. He also referred | 
to the opinions of Mr. Sergeant and Mr. McLane | 
as authority for the measure. The argument then | 


te the concerns of the bank, or in any way to | 
mterfere with it. In relation to the selection of | 
the places of depositing the public money, he had | 
only to say that, before the establishment of the | 
bank, the Secretary of the Treasury exercised the 
exclusive control of this subject. The Secretaries | 
of the Treasury had exercised the power, without 
diepute, of transferring the public money from one | 
pleased as its depository. 

In conclusion of the remarks, of which the 
above is a very slight sketch, Mr. P. strongly 
expressed the opinion that this was a contest 
between the Constitution and the laws on one 
hand, and a moneyed oligarchy on the other. 

Mr. GHOLSON obtained the floor, and signi- 


fied a wish to speak on the subject; but as the || 
hour was very late, he would defer his remarks || 


for the present. On bis motion, 
The House then adjourned. 


— 
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| report, and he wished to give them time for that 
| purpose, and when the report came up for con- 
| sideration he would submit his views. 
Mr. WRIGHT said he was bound, in justice to 
himself and to the honorable Senator from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Rives,} who, it would be recollected 
| by the Senate, was a member of this select com- 
| mittee, but who had, upon a late day, resigned his 
| Seat in this body, to state a few facts in relatign to 
| the proceedings of the committee. According to 
| his recollection, the meeting of the committee to 
| decide the important matters referred to it was held 
three weeks ago on Saturday last. At that meet- 
| ing the views of each member of the committee 
| were fully expressed, and it was found that him- 
| self and his honorable friend from Virginia enter- 
| tained the same opinions, and that their opinions 
| differed with those entertained by the other three 
| members of the committee. He (Mr. W.) then 


|| understood that the report of the majority of the 
bank to another, and choosing what banks they | 


committee would be drawn up and submitted to 
the minority at a much earlier period; but he found 
no fault with the treatment which the minority of 
the committee had received from the majority. 
| He knew from his own experience how little time 


|, any member of the Senate could get, from his 
|| other duties, to think and write upon subjects im- 


portant as those submitted to this select committee. 
The honorable chairman of the Committee, as much 
pressed with other official duties as any other 
member of the body, had found it necessary to 
retain the papers upon which the report was to be 
predicated until the present time, to enable him to 
_draw up the report of the majority of the com- 
| mittee; and his (Mr. W.’s) knowledge of the case 
enabled him to say, that no person could write a 

report upon this subject without the possession of 


Two messages upon executive business were || the papers before the committee. Such had been 


received from the President of the United States, 
by Mr. Donerson, hie Private Secretary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the pro- 
ceedings of a large meeting of the citizens of Phil- | 


adelphia in favor of the restoration of the deposites | 


to the Bank of the United Siates. 


Mr. McKEAN moved that the proceedings be } 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Fi- || 


nance. 

Mr. CLAY and Mr. McKEAN made a few | 
remarks in support of the respectability of the | 
character of the individuals composing thegmeet- | 
ing; when the motion for reference and printing | 
was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the ffto- | 
ceedings of a meeting of the inhabitants of West 
Chester, Pennsylvania, of a similar character to 
those of Philadelphia; upon which the same order 
was taken. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Treasury Department, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of Mr. Poinpexter, con- 
cerning the removal of public deposites from the 
Planters’ Bank of Natchez. 

Mr. GRUNDY moved that the reading be dis- 
pensed with, and the communication and docu- | 
ments be printed; which was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a lengthy 
communication from the Post Office Department, 
the reading of which was dispensed with, on | 
motion of Mr. GRUNDY, at whose instance an | 
index was ordered, to be prepared of the various | 


Sd bjects contained in the communication, and that || 


it be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- | 
nication from the Treasury Department, in com- | 
pliance with the resolution of Mr. Wessrer, 
transmitting a statemeut of the monthly returns 
of the Bank of the United States since August, | 


1833. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the select committee | 
to whom was referved the credentials of the Hon. | 
Asner Rospiws and Exisua R. Porrer, on the 
subject of the contest between those two gentle- | 
men for a seat in the Senate, made a report, which | 
Mr. P. read at the Secretary’s table, adverse to the 
claims of Mr. Porrer, and favorable to the right 


i 
| 
| 


of Mr. Rosas, the sitting member, to his seat. | 


After the report had been read, 
Mr. POINDEXTER said he declined making 


any observations upon the subject now. He | 
merely wished to move the printing of the report | 
and the documents. He understood that the mi- | 
nority of the committee wanted to submit a counter 


the course permitted to the parties by the com- 
mittee, that those papers were indispensable in 
| drawing a report taking either side of the great 
| question. 
He, (Mr. W..,) by the res‘gnation of the gentle- 
| man from Virginia, was now left alone as the mi- 
nority of the committee, and unexpectedly the labor 
of drawing up a report, expressing the opinion of 
the minority of the committee, was devolved upon 
| him; as before the resignation of the honorable 
Senator, it was understood between them, that 
that able and much more competent individual 
| should perform that labor He(Mr. W.) should 
have asked the Senate to elect a member of the 
committee to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
| resignation of his honorable friend, had it not been 
| for the fact that the case had been finally decided 
| by the committee before that event happened; but, 
| with his best reflection upon the subject, he had 
| come to the conclusion that placing at this late 
period of their action, a new member upon the 
| committee, would give little aid to their delibera- 
| tions, while it would impose an arduous labor upon 
| some member of the Senate. 
| A question had been suggested in the committee 
as to the right, under the rules and practice of the 





|| Senate, of the minority of its committees to submit 
|| a report. 


His present object was to say, that 
himself and his colleague before named upon the 
committee, had discussed this subject, and in view 
of the importance of the questions involved, the 

had considered it to be their duty to present their 
views to the Senate, in case it should be considered 
admissible fof them to do so. He was aware that 
he ought to have been prepared, at this time, to 
submit those views, but want of possession of the 


'| papers had prevented him from having made that 
| preparation, and his expectation, entertained until 





one week ago on Saturday last, that the Senator 
from Virginia would perform the labor, farnished 


another reason for his want of preparation. 


He would now submit to the Senate the dispo- 
sition of the whole matter, declaring his disposi- 
| tion, according to his best ability, to discharge his 
| duty as a member of the committee, but entertainin 
| no feelings as to the course which the Senate shoul 
| indicate. The honorable chairman had moved the 
| printing of the report of the majority, and if theSen- 
ate should so order, and no other expression should 
be made, he should feel it to be his duty, as soon as 
he could obtain the possession of the papers from 
the committee, to draw up a report containing the 
views of the minority of the committee, so far as 
they came in conflict with those which had been 





given to the Senate by the majority. Still, if such 


a report would not be received by the Senate 
desired to be saved the labor of making it, cv" 
therefore, he hoped such expression would be now 
made as might direct him as to his duty. For 
himeelf, he felt no anxiety whatever, but rather 
regretted that this responsible duty had devolved 
upon him; but under the circumstances, and stand- 
ing alone in the minority, he felt so strongly the 
importance of the questions, that he should not 
shrink from the attempt to present his views of 
them, in case they would be received by the Sen- 
ate, and in that event those views should be pre- 
sented at the earliest day at which his other duties, 
and the possession of the papers, would enable 
him to give them. 

Mr. CLAY said, that the time had arrived for 
proceeding to the orders of the day; but he would 
say, that the parliamentary propriety of allowing 
a counter report of a committee, no doubt, was 


not warranted by usage, as it had been applied in . 


this country, until within a few years past. As 
regarded the practice of the Senate on this subject, 
he did not know what it was, but he thought it a 
bad one to introduce. He had no objection to re- 
ceiving the report of the minority, but he wished 
now to move the postponement of the subject till 
to-morrow, and proceed to the consideration of the 
special order. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said he was aware 
that, until a late period, it was not the practice to 
present counter reports; it grew up in the House 
of Representatives, and this morning there were 
two reports made in that body on the same sub- 
ject. A few years since, the question was raised 
in this body. A Senator from South Carolina 
presented a majority report on the subject of re- 
ducing the duty on imported iron; a Senator from 
New Jersey presented the minority report on the 
permission of the Senay. The report was received 
for the purpose of enabling the minority fairly and 
fully to express their views and opinions. He 
hoped the view of the gentleman from Kentucky 
would not be carried into effect. If the report 
could be sent back to the committee, so that the 
opinions of both the majority and minority could 
be presented in one view, he thought it would be 
the preferable course. 

r. CLAY said the gentleman from Alabama 
misunderstood him. He was not opposed to a 
minority report. He only said the practice was 
unparliamentary. The gentleman relied upon a 
single precedent, and Mr. C. would submit whether 
a single precedent ought to control the Senate now 
and hereafter. As he understood that case, a paper 
was reported by a mejority, and another by the 
minority. In this instance, he would prefer allow- 
ing a minority report, but at the samé time with an 
expression of opinion that it should not be con- 
sidered as a general rule, because he thought it a 
bad one. But he hoped the subject would be post- 

ned till to-morrow, and the gentleman from New 

ampshire, who had the floor, be allowed to pro- 
ceed in the speech which he had begun upon the 
special order. 

Mr. POINDEXTER thanked the gentleman 
from Alabama for referring to the precedent. He 
was quite willing that the minority should have an 
opportunity to make their report. ‘ 

r. SPRAGUE was very unwilling the minor- 
ity should be deprived of the opportunity of 
making a counter report. But he thought it could 
not be yielded to them asa matter of right He 


would rather lay down a prospective rule, than. 


appeal to the present. He hoped such a course 
would be adopted as would enable the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Wricut] to make his 
report; as he believed, from his statement, that he 
would have had much difficulty before in doing 


80. 3 . 

Mr. CLAYTON understood the proposition of 
the gentleman from Alabama was, to recommit the 
whole subject, which he was op to. He 
hoped every facility would be given the pees 
from New York to make his report, but he thought 
the rule, as a matter of practice, objectionable, as 
it would in every case of difference of opinion ina 
committee, enablea mae obstruct and delay 
the action of a majority. He thought it better to 
print the report, and give an opportunity to the 


gentleman to examine it and the documents, and 
then submit his report. 


os 





1834. 


Mr. CHAMBERS said he recollected the case Mr. ADAMS, of New York, a bill forthe relief | Mr. BINNEY presented a report on behalf of 
alluded to by the gentleman from Alabama, and if || of Josiah H. Brown and John Conkin. | the mer of the Committee of Ways and 
his object was to recommit this report, he thought Mr.SCHLEY, a bill for the relief of Isanc Means, and he moved that the reading of the report 
if the gentleman examined it more closely, he |; Janvier. ; é | should be dispensed with, and that it should take 
would find himself mistaken in the extent to which Mr. BLAIR, a bill to appropriate certain lands the same direction as the other report; agreed to. 
he supposed the precedent-went, as a justification || within the State of Alabama for the purpose of | Mr. CLAY then moved that 10,000 copies of 
of a minority report. [Mr. C. here read an extract || improving the Tennessee and Coosa rivers, and || the two reports should be printed. 
from the Senate Journal.] Here there was no | connecting their waters by canal or railroad. |. Mr. HAWES moved 50,000; which was re- 
recommitment. In the progress of the proceed- Mr. POPE, a bill in relation to the Louisville | jected. 
ing, the minority presented a paper expressive of || and Portland canal; all which were readtwiceand | Mr. REED moved 20,000; rejected. 
their views, which was received, and he was will- || committed. : _ | Fifteen thousand copies was then suggested, 
ing to extend the same indulgence to the gentle- || Mr. R. M. JOHNSON reported the bill making | and was finally agreed to, after a few remarke 
man from New York. | amendments-to the bill in relation to the commis- |‘from Mr. EWING, in opposition. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he was in the Chair on || sariat; which was referred tothe Committee of the | Mr. WILDE moved to suspend the rule to 
the occasion alluded to, and had a distant recol- || Whole on the state of the Union. || enable him to submit an amendment, which he 


lection of it. It was submitted as a paper, aod|| Mr. c ARR, from the Committee on Private | intended to move when the subject should come 
printed as a paper, notasareport. — | Land Ciaims, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
Mr. KING replied that the minority made a | ther consideration of the petition of L. H. Lor- | 


report, and it purported to be the report of a || riens, atcorney in fact for P. Lorriens, widow of | 
minority of the committee, call it by what name || 
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up. 

The House refused; ayes 108, noes 91. 

Mr. BINNEY obtained leave to submit the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Peter Juzon, deceased; which was ordered to be | 


ou please, and it was also ordered to be printed. 

hat distinction was there in cajling it a paper, 
when it was a report, and was called a report? 
Now, he was anxious to know the grounds, not 
only on which the majority, but also the minority, 
founded their opinions; and when a subject of so 
much importance was presented, as one involving 
the right of an individual to a seat in the Senate 
of the United States, it was highly desirable to 
have the whole subject before us, so that Senators 
might be enabled to examine it thoroughly. He 
would withdraw his motion to recommit the report, 
and he hoped the gentleman from New York, on 
the part of the minority, would present his views 
on the subject. ’ 

Mr. WRIGHT said it was immaterial to him 
what disposition was made of the question. His 
object was to discharge his duty as a member of 
the committee to the best of his ability, and if it 
was not a part of his duty to draw up a counter 
report, he had no desire to do it; but if it was, he 
would carefully undertake it. But from the gen- 
eral expression of the gentleman from Alabama 
and others on the subject, he would endeavor to do 
his duty as early as he could get possession of the 
Peper, and prepare the report. 

r. GRUNDY moved that the correspondenee 
between the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads and the Postmaster General be printed; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. GRUNDY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to report to the Senate the amount of money 
paid by the Post Office Department sincé the lst 
of July, 1828, for services rendered and expenses 
incurred prior to that date; also the amount of 
money paid since the Ist of April, 1829, for ser- 
vices rendered and expenses incurred prior to that 
date; and also whether any balance remains due 
from that department, and if any, what amounts 
for services rendered and expenses incurred prior 
to the above periods. 


The Senate then proceeded to the special order 
of the day, being Mr. Crayv’s resolution, and the 
report of the Committee on Finance on the 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES, 


When Mr. HILL resumed and concluded his 
speech in favor of the course pursucd by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury; when, 

On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, 

The Senate proceeded, at a quarter before four, 
to executive business; and after spending a few 
minutes therein, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, March 4, 1834, 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON reported a bill for the 
relief of Nicholas C. Coleman; which was ordered 
to be for a third reading. 

Mr. WATMOUGH, abill to authorize the pay- 
ment of a certain balance of prize money due to 
Henry Bell. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, bill to authorize the 
sale of certain land reservations in Ohio, and in 


rkansas. 
Also, bills for the relief of Pierre Lafitte and 
Jean Baptiste Granger. 


laid on the table. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. POLK presented, from the Committee of 
Waysand Means, areportand resolutions founded | 
upon the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury in 
relation to the deposites, and the sundry memo- 
rials referred to them. He said he was instructed 
by the committee to move that the further consid- 
eration of the report should be postponed until | 
Wednesday in next week; and, in the mean time, | 
that - report and accompanying documents be | 

rinted. 
r Mr. CLAY called for the reading of the report, 


&e. 

Mr. McDUFFIE suggested that the reading of 
the resolutions might be sufficient. ~ 

Mr. CLAY desired to have the whole read. 

The SPEAKER remarked that it was the right 
of every member to call forthe reading. It was so | 
settled repeatedly. 

Mr. McDUFFIE moved to dispense with th: 
reading. 

The SPEAKER decided that such a motion was 
notin order. According tothe lex parliamentaria, 
it was settled that every member had the right to | 
have papers read on their first presentation, that | 
he might not be forced to vote upon what he did | 
not understand. 

Mr. BINNEY stated he had a report to present | 
from the minority of the committee, and he wished | 
to know the proper time for presenting their views. 

The SPEAKER inférmed him, after this ques- | 
tion was disposed of. 

Mr. HARDIN inquired if it was not compe- 


| providin 








tent for the majority of the House to dispense 

with the reading. He suggested to the member 

from Alabama, that it was unnecessary to have 

their time occupied, as the report, &c., were to be 
rinted. . 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative, for the | 
reason he had previously given. 

Mr. CLAY said he wished the report to be read, | 
as it was his intention to move for the printing of | 
an extra number of copies. 

Mr. PATTON remarked, that there would not 
be any objection to having an extra number 
printed. 

The report having been partly read— 

Mr. CLAY said he would yield to the wish of 
the House, not to proceed with it, upon the undere | 
standing that there would not be any objections 
to the printing of 10,000 copies of the report and 
documents. 

The resolutions appended to the report were 
then read next. 

The question then being on postponing the fur- 
ther consideration of the report until Wednesday 


week, 

Mr. McDUFFIE requested that this motion 
would be withdrawn by the honorable member 
from Tennessee, to enable him to submit an 
amendment. 

Mr. POLK said, that he moved the postpone- 
ment of the question to the day mentioned, in 
order that the House, having the report printed, 
could then take it up, and dispose of it as th 
thought oe 
motion, without incurring the hazard of a prema- 
ture and unnecessary discussion. 

The motion of Mr. P., to postpone the further 
consideration, was then agreed to. 





|| occasioned by the resignation 





Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
é by law for the registry of assignments 

or transfer of copy-rights. 

Mr. GAMBLE submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
building a court-house in the town of Milledge- 
ville, in the State of Georgia. 


Mr. VINTON, from the Committee on the Pat- 
ent Laws, reported a bill for the relief of Francis 
P. Oyder; read twice and committed. 

The SPEAKER presented a report from the 
War Department, in answer to a resolution of the 
18th ultimo, on the subject of Indian affairs; laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER presented a communication 
from the Commissioner of the Land Office, in 
answer to a resolution of the House of the 18th 
ult.; laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill reported from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims, providing for the settlement of certain 
revolutionary claims by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL resumed and concluded 
his remarks in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG supported the bill at 
some length, vindicating ‘it from the objections 
urged by Messrs. Pierce, of New Hampshire, 
and VaNDERPOEL. 

Mr. BROWN rose and intimated an intention 
to speak upon the subject; but, as the usual hour 
of adjournment had arrived, he moved that the 
House adjourn. The motion prevailed, and 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, March 5, 1834. 
Mr. "PRESTON presented the credentials of 


| the Hon. Benwsamin Warains Leicu, elected a 


Senator from Virginia, to su the vacanc 
" Fi the Hon. Wr. 
Liam C. Rives; which being read, 
Mr. Leicu appeared, was qualified, and took 


'| his seat. 


Mr. TIPTON, from the select committee with 
regard to the admission of the Territories of Mich- 
igan and Arkansas into the Union, asked that cer- 
tain documents of the Legislative Council of 
Michigan might be printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the memorial of 
the directors of all the banks in Norwich, Con- 
necticut, in favor of restoring the deposites to the 
Bank of the United States, ier with the pro- 
ceedings of a town meeting in the same place; 
which, after some remarks by Mr. Tomson, 
were read, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. ‘ 

Mr. HILL presented a memorial by three 
hundred and fifty-seven citizens of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, praying that a sea-wall may be 
erected in that harbor.- Referred to the Committee 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN ted the me- 
morial of inhabitants of » New Jersey, 
together with one from Orange township, Essex 
county, New Jersey, in favor of the restoration of 


He could not now withdraw his || on Commerce 





So a 


ere ae ee Ee 


Le 


< 
: 

: 
i 
j 





216 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





“ 


March 5, 





the deposites to the Bank of the United States; 


which, after some remarks by Mr. F., were read, 
veferred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
tc be printed, 

Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of in- 
habitante of the county of Chester, Pennsylvania, 
asking the restoration of the deposites to the Bank 
of the United States; which was read, referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs and iegai representatives of General Lord 





|| Mr. CHAMBERS said that he had made in- | 


| quiry on the subject, and he thought the amend-_ 


ment was r. He understood that, according 
| to the rules of ench House, the positions of the 
| two printers were not parallel, or their duties the 
| same. If the rules were the same, the amendment 
| would not be necessary. 





papers, and to examine witnesses before them on 
oath, touching the matters aforesaid. 

Mr. MORRIS said that these resolutions em- 
braced very extensive grounds, and invested the 
committee with very extensive powers, and it was 


|| necessary to know and understand the grounds on 


SYTH and Mr. PRESTON, when Mr. FOR- | 
SYTL moved to lay the whole subject on the 


| table till to-morrow, and asked the yeas and nays 
/on the motion; which, being ordered, are as fol- 


Stirling; which was read, and, on his motion, the || lows, viz: ; 


report and accompanying documents were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the memorial of in- 
habitants of Fayetteville, North Carolina, praying 
a restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the 
United States; which was read, referred to the 


Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. | 


Mr. HENDRICKS presented the memorial of 
the General Assembly of Indiana, relative to ap- 
propriations for the Cumberland Road, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, : eported the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of James P. Hainesworth; 

A bill for the relief of E. Homer; 

A bill for the relief of William Burrows; 

A bill for the relief of Hishe I1oma, otherwise 
called Captain Red Pepper; 

Which bills were severally read, and committed. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from thesame committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the memorial of the Legislature of Ala- 
bama, and the petition of inhabitants of Mobile, 
in that State, relative to the prices of public lands 
and preémption rights, and that the memorials be 
laid upon the table; which was agreed to, 


In pursuance of notice, Mr. KING, of Alabama, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, au- | 
thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to make | 
additional compensation to the register and receiver | 
of the land office established at ‘i'allahassee, Flor- | 
ida; whieh was read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Petitions of a private nature were presented 
by Messrs. TIPTON, HILL, MANGUM, and 

ENDRICKS; which were severally referred to 
the appropriate committees. 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the report of the 
Postmaster General, made yesterday, was referred | 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
Ronds. 

Mr. EWING moved to take up the resolution | 
offered by Mr. Manevm, in relation to the printing | 
of the Senate; which being agreed to— 

Mr. MANGUM offered the following as a sub- 
stitute for the original resolution, observing that 
its object was merely to place the printer of the 
Senate upon a footing with the printers of the 
House. 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted on the | 
14th of May, eighteen hundred and thirty, direct- | 
ing the Secretary of the Senate to contract with | 
the printer of the House of Representatives for 
copies of the documents printed by the order of 
the House, be, and the same is hereby, repealed, 
and that the orders of the Senate for printing be 
executed without regard to the printing of the 
House. 

Mr. FORSYTH asked that the letter written 
by the Secretary of the Senate to the printers of | 
the House in relation to the printing authorized 
under that rule, might be read, together with their 
answers; which being done, Mr. F. said, that 
under the rule pro 
of the [louse have refused to contract to furnish 
extra documents. Of course the printer of the 
Senate must furnish them. He did not know why 
the change was sought for. It was to him rather 
a singular refusal, and on a strange ground of a 
breach of contract between the Senate and the 

rinter of the Senate. Herose, now, however, to 
inquire of the Secretary of the Senate what the 
difference would be, in the expense of the printing, 
by changing the rule. 
portance, but the printing of the Senate was 
already sufficiently heavy, and he was not dis- | 
pesed to increase it. . 








YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, For- 


'| syth, Grandy, Hendricks, Hill, King of Alabama, 


Thing of Georgia, Knight, Linn, McKean, Mor- 
| ris, Prentiss, Robinson, Sheple , Tallmadge, Tip- 
| ton, Tomlinson, Waggaman, W hite, Wilkins, and 
| Wright—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Cham- 
| bers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, 
Leigh, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, 


| Porter, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, | 


| and Swilt—20. 


On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, all the spe- | 
cial orders were postponed, in order to relieve the | 





table of the mass of business which had accumu- | 
lated upon it, and the Senate proceeded to the | 


|| consideration of the 


ORDER OF THE DAY. 


The communication from the War Department, 
transmitting the report of the Third Auditor upon 
the accounts of William Tharp, was taken up, 
and, on motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, was laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 
The resolutions offered by Mr. POINDEXTER 


| on Monday Jast, requiring the Committee on Pab- 


lic Lands to make certain inquiries with regard to 
the land offices, were taken up for consideration: 
1. Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the circum- 
stances attending the recent sales of the public lands 
in the States of Mississippi and Alabama, and 
whether the proclamations of the President of the 


| United States, causing the public lands in the dis- 
|| tricts of country acquired from the Choctaw tribe 


of Indians, in Alabama, to be offered at public sale, 
were issued and promulgated a reasonable length 
of time prior to the day on which said sales were 
directed to be aaa each of said districts, 
to give proper notice to the people of the United 
States of the days appointed for said sales. 

2, Resolved, That the same committee inquire 
whether any fraudulent practices, to the injury of 
the public interest, took place at said sales, by 
reason of combination of companies or individuals 
interdicting, or unfavorable to a fair competition 
between bidders for the public lands, offered for 
sale in the said district; and, if so, whether the 
officers superintending said sales. had knowledge 
of, or participated in, such fraudulent practices or 
combirations. 

3. Resolved, That the said committee be in- 
structed to inquire whether the registers of land 


| offices and the receivers of the public moneys at 


any of the land offices of the United States, or 
either of them, have, in violation of law, and of 


| their official duties, demanded or accepted a bonus 


or premium from any purchaser or purchasers of 
the public lands at public or private sale, for the 
benefit of such officer or officers, as a condition 
on which such purchaser or purchasers should be 





;| allowed to enter or purchase any tract or tracts of 


land offered for sale by the United States; and, 


It was not of much im- || 


also, whether any 
to be repealed, the printers || 


register or receiver as afore- 
said, has been guilty of fraud or partiality in the 
sales-of the publit lands by adopting rules and 
regulations in. their respective offices inconsistent 
with the laws of the United States. 
| 4. Resolved, That the said committee inquire 
whether the public lands at any land office in the 
| State of Mississippi have been sold otherwise than 
for cash; and whether any register or receiver in 
said State has, at any time, taken in payment the 
promenvony note of any purchaser or purchasers, 
earing an Mterest to accrue to the benefit of such 
| register or receiver. 


5. Resolved, Thatin prosecution of said inquiries 


\| the committee have power to send for persons and 











freeman. 
Mr. SHEPLEY desired, if it was in order, that 


| 





|| which they intended to ed. 
Some further remarks were made by Mr. FOR- | eee ee hee ee, 


in order properly to proceed in the way which was 
indicated by the resolutions, some gentleman ought 


| to have presented a memorial, or some specific 


subject of complaint. The power was given to 
send for persons and papers to all parts of the 
United States. He was not opposed to the inves- 
tigation, but he wished to place it on the true 
grounds, so as to preserve individual rights and 
the public good. We had been told that abuses 
existed. It might be so; and if it were, and the 
guilty persons ceuld be discovered, he would be 
in favor of dismissing them instantly. He rose 
now to offer the following additional resolution as 
an amendment to those under consideration: 

Resolved, Thag the committee before they pro- 
ceed to ee into the conduct of any register or 
receiver of the public moneys at any land office 
in the United States, make out a specification of 
charges and facts which the committee believe to 
be true, and into which they shall be of opinion 
an inquiry ought to be made; that they transmit a 
copy of the same to such register or receiver, who 
shall have the privilege to produce before the com- 
mittee such testimony in his favor as he shall think 

roper. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said the resolution was 
entirely unnecessary, as the committee would pur- 
sue the course they would think right. The com- 
mittee knew nothing, and were presumed to know 
nothing, of the facts, but they would take proper 
steps to make the investigation; and if it became 
necessary to give notice, that course would be pur- 
sued. He thought the resolution improper and 
unnecessary. 

Mr. CLAYTON thought it a bad precedent for 
future cases. It was calling on the committee to 
make out the specification of charges without 
having any facts befure them. 

Mr. MORRIS said the resolutions of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi were altogether accusatory 
in their character. What, then, was the real char- 
acter of them? Were they to correct abuses? Not 
at all, What was to be the result of the inquiry? 
He rose for the purpose of protecting, to the ex- 
tent of his ability, the rights of the free citizens of 
the country. Implications were contained in the 
resolution against the character of the public offi- 
cers in their private reputations, and as long as he 
had the honor of a seat here, he would raise his 
voice to protect them against such an inquisitorial 
power. Did the committee ask this power with- 
out any evidence of the offence existing? Were 
they to draw before them just such persons as 
should be accused, and shut out from them all 
knowledge of their accusers, upon charges which, 
if explained, would, perhaps, vanish as air? He 
could not believe it. He asked the gentleman from 
Mississippi for a precedent for such a power being 
conferred without some previous call for it. He 
knew of none. He wished to impose no burden 
on the committee, but he felt it a duty to himself 
and the people he represented that, when called on 
to perform a trust, he would do it. It was the 
right of every man accused to be heard. This pro- 
ceeding might be right, but it was not accord ng 
to his ideas of what was due to every American 


the question might be taken on each resolution 
separately. He was dis to afford a full and 
fair examination into the conduct of all the offi- 
cers of Government, and the sale and disposition 
of the public lands. He was not desirous of ex- 
cluding any information relating to the subject. 
He was disposed to vote for the first and second 
resolutions, but not for the ipiot and fifth. 4 
were imperative eereene , not authorizing, 
committee to inquire into the conduct of a whole 
| class of public officers in any branch of that service, 
| which he did not think was fair. There might be 
abuses, but they should be designated that we 
| ay know on ee the ) Mae eshte Nb 
ut in the present shape i ’ 
on all, without exception. The authority to send 
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for persons and papers was very proper, but it 
should not be given without the Senate knowing 
what was necessary. It was great oppression to 
send for, and compel the attendance of, individ- 
vals here, without first becoming acquainted with 
the necessity for it. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said, the other day this 
investigation was invited by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Grunpy,]} and other gentlemen, 
and now the shoe pinched, they objected. A 
general investigation was pr ed to protect pur- 
chasers of public lands from being swindled by 
the officers. There was no power given the com- 
mittee, except what was indispensably necessary. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he made no objection to 
the inquiry whatever, but he desired to do justice. 
And that every individual officer, be he whom he 








may, if he had not consulted the public interest, || 


should be known and published. But he was de- 
sirous, at the same time, of securing justice to all. 
Without pretending to know, he thought it was 
right, according to the spirit and genius of eur 
institutions, that the men who were implicated 
should have an opportunity of crogs-examining 
the witnesses who should be brought to testify 
against them. He would go further; he would 
give them an opportunity to give exculpatory evi- 
dence. He moved to add, as an amendment to 
the end of the first resolution, ‘‘ and the causes 
why the usual public notice was not given.” 

After some remarks between Mr. POINDEX- 
TER, Mr. CLAYTON, and Mr. GRUNDY, Mr. 
POINDEXTER accepted the amendment as a 
modification, 

After which, some further remarks were made 
by Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. KING, of 


Alabama, Mr. PORTER, Mr. PRESTON, and | 


Mr. CLAY. 

The first resolution was then agreed to unani- 
mously. r 

The second resolution was agreed to, 39 to 1— 
Mr. SHEPLEY dissenting. 

The fourth resolution was then agreed to unani- 
mously. ° 

Mr. MORRIS then withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. SHEPLEY offered the following amend- 
ment to the fifth resolution: 

Strike out all after the first line, and insert 
‘* have power to cause testimony to be taken on 
‘oath, where any misconduct is supposed to have 
‘ taken place, touching the matters aforesaid ; and 
‘ in case any person is implicated, such person be 
‘ notified and be entitled to introduce testimony in 
* exculpation of himself, and to cross-examine all 
* witnesses introduced against him.’’ 

Mr. POINDEXTER then modified the fifth res- 
olution, by inserting after the word ‘* papers,” the 
words, ‘‘ and also to take depositions.’ 

Some further remarks were then made by Messrs. 
SMITH, BELL, SPRAGUE, WRIGHT, and 
SHEPLEY. 

The question on Mr. SHEPLEY’S amendment 
was determined as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Forsyth,Grundy,Hill, 
King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, Morris, 
Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, White, Wright—13. 

AYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Caihoun, 
Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, 
Hendricks, Knight, Leigh, Moore, Naudain, Poin- 
dexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Smith, 
Sprague, Swift, Silsbee, Tomlinson, Waggaman, 
Webster—27. 

So the amendment was lost. : 

The question was then taken on adopting the 
resolution, and it was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, March 5, 1834. 


The Hon. Lev: Luvconn, elected a Represent- 
ative in Congress from Massachusetts, in the place 
of the Hon. Joun Davis, resigned, appeared, was 
qualified, and took bis seat, i 

Mr. EWING moved to suspend the rule, in 
order to proceed in the call of the States for peti- 
tions; but withdrew it. ; 

Mr, VANCE renewed the motion, and called for 
the yeas and. nays upon it; which were ordered. 

Mr. GORHAM asked whether the Virginia res- 
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‘had determined to take. 
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olutions would not have the preference in case the 
motion prevailed ? 

The CHAIR replied, Yes, unless those resolu- 
tions were postponed. 

Mr. J.Q. ADAMS moved to amend the mo- 
tion to suspend, by adding the words ‘‘ for the | 
purpose of receiving petitions and memorials, with | 
the exception of the Virginia resolutions.’’ 

After some conversation on the question of or- 
der, the CHAIR suggested that the member from 
Virginia, who was entitled to the floor, might ob- 
viate the difficulty by yielding the floor till Mon- 


day. 

Nir. GHOLSON said he was not disposed to 
speak to an unwilling audience, and if the House | 
wished to pass over the Virginia resolutions for | 
the present, he would yield the floor for that pur- | 
pose, with the understanding that he should pro- | 
ceed in his remarks when the call of the States 
was concluded, 

Mr. WAYNE made some remarks in reference | 
to the impropriety of allowing so wide a range of | 
discussion upon the presentation of petitions, me- 
morials, &c. 

The SPEAKER replied, that the Chair had en- 
deavored to restrict the discussions within the | 
rule, but that he had been repeatedly overruled by 
the House. He did not consider that the Chair 
was responsible for the course which the House 





The question being taken upon the motion to 
suspend the rule, it was determined in the affirma- | 
tive; yeas 155, nays 54. 

Mr. GHOLSON then waived his right to the 
floor till Monday next. 

Petitions and memorials were accordingly pre- | 
sented by Messrs. MASON, CHINN, WILSON, | 
MERCER, and LOYALL, of Virginia; 

Messrs. CONNOR, W. B. SHEPARD, and | 
DEBERRY, of North Carolina; 

Messrs. W AYNE,FOSTER, CLAYTON, and 
WILDE, of Georgia; 

Messrs. CHILTON, BEATTY, LYON, HAR- 
DIN, JOHNSON, POPE, DAVIS, and TOMP- 
KINS, of Kentucky; 

Messrs. STANDIFER and LEA, of Tennessee; 

Messrs. LYTLE, BELL, VANCE,LEAVIT, | 
SLOANE, MITCHELL, McLENE, VINTON, | 
CRANE, CORWIN, WHITTLESEY, and AL- | 
LEN, of Ohio; 

Mr. WHITE, of Louisiana; 

Messrs. LANE, McCARTY, EWING,CARR, 
HANNEGAN, and KINNARD, of Indiana; 

Mr. CAGE, of Mississippi; 
an DUNCAN, CASEY, and SLADE, of 

inois. 

{[Mr. CASEY presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of the State of Illinois, praying an appro- | 





priation of land to improve the road from Chicago | 
to Vincennes; which, on his motion, was referred | 
to the Committee on the Pablic Lands. 

Messrs. CLAY, MURPHY, McKINLEY, and | 
MARDIS, of Alabama. 

(Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented the memo- 
rial of sundry citizens of Blount county, in that | 
State, praying for the establishment of a post route | 
from Village Springs to Frontier Post Office, on | 
the route from Huntsville to Selma, via Ashville; | 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post | 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLAY also presented the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of Jackson county, asking relief for 
William Gunn, in relation to a certain tract of land | 
therein described; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

Messrs. ASHLEY and BULL, of Missouri; 

Mr. LYON, of Michigan; 

Mr. SEVIER, of Arkansas; 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida; 

Messrs. ADAMSand REED, of Massachusetts; 

Messrs. BURGES and PEARCE, of Rhode 
Island; 

Mr. ELLSWORTH, of Connecticut; 

Messrs. MARTINDALE, DAY, WARD- 


WELL, McVEAN, BEARDSLEY, SELDEN, | 


GILLET, HAZELTINE, CAMBRELENG, 
CRAMER, and HALSEY, of New York. 
Mr. FOSTER, of Georgia, presented certain 





} 
| 
' 


Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, from Boon county, 





Kentucky; and 
Mr. MITCHELL, from Zanesville, Ohio, in 


| favor of, and one from Norwich, against the res- 


'| that he ha 


toration of the deposites. 

Mr. REED, from 1920 citizens of New Bedford, 
whom he stated to be deeply engaged in the whale 
fishery, and who were now suffering much em- 
barrassment in consequence of the difficulty they 
experience in procuring capital to carry on their 
business. They attribute their embarrassment to 
the recent measures of the Government, which 
have affected the operations of the State banks gene 
erally. He called for the reading of the memorial. 

It was then read, and, with the others, Jaid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CARR rose to present certain proceedings, 
&c., and remarked that he held in his hand the 

roceedings of a meeting holden in the town of 
Siediean, in the State of Indiana, on the 7th of 
February, 1834, in pursuance to previous notice 
given, for the purpose, as is alleged, of taking into 
consideration the embarrassed state of the country 
and derangement of its currency; and remarked 
po been furnished with a copy of the 
proceedings ado 


by the meeting, in the usual 
manner in whi 


proceedings of the like kind are 
onenls received; that the proceedings were sent 
to him by the gentlemen who acted as secretaries 
to said meeting, in a paper printed in the town of 
Madison, together with a letter addressed to him 
by the same gentlemen. Mr. C. remarked that he 
had not been requested, by any individual who 
attended the meeting, to present the proceedings to 
the House, nor did .,he know that it was the wish 
of those who did attend it, that he should do so; 
that he had not been informed as to the extent of 
the meeting, but that he was acquainted with the 
gentlemen who acted as officers to said meeting, 
and also with those who composed the committee 
whose duty it was made to draft the proceedings, 
and he knew them all to be highly respectable 
individuals. Under all the circumstances, he felt 
it to be his duty, with the leave of the House, to 
present the proceedings. Upon his motion the 
memorial was read, and ordered to be printed, and 
the same directions given to them as to the other 
memorials on this subject. 

Mr. WILSON presented a memorial signed by 
500 inhabitants of Green county, Virginia, praying 
the restoration of the deposites. 

Mr, LOYALL, from sundry merchants and 
others, of Norfolk, for the same. 

Mr. CONNOR, from inhabitants of Cabarras 
county, North Carolina, for the same. 

Mr. DEBERRY, from inhabitants of Fayette- 


| ville, North Carolina, for the same; which were 


ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. WAYNE, a memorial from ane ~ 
Savannah, praying an appropriation to be made 
for the cman of a py there; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. | 

Mr. WILDE, a memorial from Augusta, signed 
by four hundred inhabitants of that town, praying 
the restoration of the deposites. 

Mr. W. briefly stated, that although one of the 
inland towns, yet it was one of the most extensive 
commercial towns in the Union—its purchases 
and exports being 180,000 bales of cotton anau- 
ally, which formed ene twelfth part of the whole 
of the value of the exports of the United States. 
The memorial was signed by the Mayor of the 
town, and was generally from that party atyled 
Union men, who had been opposed to the doctrine 
of nullification,and many of whom were support- 
ers of the Administration. He believed a more 
independent or enlightened body of men of the 
same number never brought their complaints to 
the House; for they were men of that character, 
that they seldom interfered in the management of 
public affairs, except to discharge the ordinary 
duties of good citizens. He called for the rea 
of the memorial. It was read accordingly, an 
Mr. W. moved to pestpone its further conaider- 
ation until Wednesday next. 

Mr. WAYNE rose and remarked, that in all 
that had been said by his colleague of the respect- 
ability of the memorialiste, he was akogetber cor- 


resolutions of that State, on the subject of the || rect. But standing, as he did, a representative of 


public lands. 


the whole people of Georgia, and not.as a repre- 


Mr. LYON presented a memorial from inbabit- || sentative of a particular district only; and as he 


ants of Salem, Kentucky; 


viewed this ial as only the commencement 
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of the presentation of others from other parts of 


the State, he felt it right to assume that responsi- || 


= which belonged to a representative of the 
whole 
from the sentiments expressed in the memorial; 
and ashe learned, through the medium of the news- 
papers, that some of the memorials were to be sent 
to all the representatives of Georgia, he must frank- 
ly state, that he could not give any aid to procure 

e result which they desired. He would also 
state, that his impressions of the sentiments of the 
inhabitants of the State generally, from all that he 
was able to learn, and more ew by letters 
from the community in which he resided, was that, 
they were decidedly in opposition to the sentiments 
expressed in thie memorial, and that, unless he had 
been grossly deceived, another memorial would be 
sent on from that same city, which will confirm 
his opinion, and prove that the sentiments ought 


only to be regarded as the sentiments of the indi- || 


viduale who signed it. 

The consideration of the memorial was then 
postponed. 

Mr. POPE presented two memorials signed by 
upwards of a thousand inhabitants of Louisville, 

entucky, complaining of great pecuniary dis- 
tress and commercial embarrassment, ascribing it | 
to the removal! of the deposites, and praying Con- 

ress to adopt such measures of relief as its wis- 
Sos might suggest. And also, to pass an act re- 
chartering the Bank of the United States, with 
modifications. 


Mr. P. observed that he recognised among the | 


signatures to the memorial, the names of many ac- 
tive, industrious, enterprising,and intelligent mer- | 


chants, mechanics, manufacturers and professional || 


gentlemen of that city—gentlemen whose opinions 

were entitled to great respect and consideration, | 
either in Congress or elsewhere, and to whose 

judgments he would willingly defer on any occa- 

sion, if the act did not, in his own opinion, involve 

the sacrifice of vital interests. He moved that | 
the memorials be read, laid upon the table, and | 
printed. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont, presented a memo- 
rial from the inhabitants of Burlington, Vermont, 
in favor of, and 

Mr. BEARDSLEY, a memorial signed by 570 | 
persons, residents of Jamestown, and its vicinity, | 
Chautauque county, New York, against the resto- | 


ration of the deposites, and against the recharter of || 


the bank. 





The memorials were read, referred, and laid on | 


the table. 
And the several States having been gone through, | 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, March 6, 1834. 

A message upon executive business was received | 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. | 
Downetson, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. SILSBEE, from the Committee on Com- | 
merce, reported a bill without amendment, from | 
the House of Representatives, for the relief of | 
Philip Bessom; and a bill for the relief of 
Deberry. 

Mr. SILSBEE presented the memorial of Major 
George Bender, late of the Army of the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Claims. Also, the petition of Benjamin G. Adams; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. | 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of 
the Washington Canal Company , asking anappro- 








priation to complete said canal; which was referred || 


to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
Mr. WAGGAMAN presented the resolutions 

of the Legislature of Louisiana, recommending | 

that James H. Caldwell may be permitted to im- | 


port certain articles free of duty, necessary to be | 


used in lighting the city of New Orleans with gas. | 
The resolutions were referred to the Commitiee | 
on Finance. 
Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on | 


Pensions, reported a bill from the House of Rep- |) 


resentatives, without amendment, authorizing the | 
Secretary of War to establish a pension agency at | 
the town of Decatur, in the State of Alabama; 
which was read and committed. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, asked to be discharged from the further 


le, and to state that he differed, in toto, |, 


| consideration of the resolutions of the Legislature 
of Alabama, relative to the establishment of a 
| pension agency at Tuscaloosa, Montgomery, or 
ecatur, in that State; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 
reported, without amendment, a bill from the 

| House of Representatives, for ihe relief of Pierson 
Freeman; which was read and committed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of 316 
inhabitants of Buffalo, New York, praying the 
restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, and asking a recharter of said bank. 
The memorial was read, referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

| Mr. KING, of Georgia, presented the petition 
| of certain officers of the United States Army, 
| stationed in Alabama, praying a grant of land for 
| services rendered during the late war; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

|. Mr. BIBB presented the resolutions of the Legis- 
| lature of Kentucky, requesting their Senators 
_and Representatives to endeavor to procure an act 
| of Congress granting franking oa to the 
| adjutant general of that State, and major and brig- 
_adier generals, when engaged in correspondence 
| relative to the militia. 
ane to the Committee on the Post Office and 

8. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the memorial of 
inhabitants of Illinois, praying the removal of the 
land office from Quincy, in that State. 

Mr. MOORE suggested that the petition of 
Benjamin S. Cope had been referred, at the last 
session, to the Committee on Public Lands, which 
committee had not acted upon it; when, on his 
motion, it had the same reference. 

Mr. BLACK presented the petition of the chiefs 
and captains of the Choctaw Nation of*Indians, 
asking Congress for the grant of a section of land, 
| for certain purposes therein mentioned; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SHEPLEY, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill in relation to 
| drawbacks on goods, wares, and merchandize; 


'| which was read, and referred to the Committee on 


| Commerce. 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
| of the 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed. 

A bill for the relief of John Bills; 

A bill changing the time of holding the terms of 
the court of the western district of Louisiana. 

The bill for the relief of Archibald Small being 
‘upon its third reading, was, on motion of Mr. 
| POINDEXTER, laid upon the table. 

The memorial of citizens of Louisville, Ken- 
| tucky, relative to the removal of the deposites, 
| presented some days ago, by Mr. CLAY, was 
| then taken up, and referred to the Committee on 

Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
| The report of the Committee on Pensions, unfa- 
vorable to the petition of John Smith, was taken 
| up, read, and concurred in. 
| The report of the Committee on the Judiciary, 





| 
i 


|, relative to the pension fund and the Bank of the 


| United States, was taken up; when some conver- 
| sation occurred between Messrs. WRIGHT and 
CLAYTON, which resulted in a motion by Mr. 
| C. that the report be laid upon the table, and made 
| the special order of the day for Friday week. 
| On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the Committee 
| on Pensions were discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Ichabod Nye; 
| The report from the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs, unfavorable to the petition of James Ver- 
| non, was read and concurred in. 
| Petitions of a private nature were presented b 
Messrs. SILSBEE, HILL, FRELINGHUY- 
| SEN, PRENTISS,SPRAGUE,BLACK,LINN, 
; and KING of Alabama; which were referred to 
the usual < »mmilttees. 


The Senate took up for consideration the bill 
to revive the act granting preémption rights to 
— upon the public lands, dated 29th of May, 

Mr. TIPTON offered an amendment to au- 
| thorize any person inhabiting one quarter section, 
| and cultivating another, to enter either at his dis- 

cretion. 


he resolutions were || 


| 





Mr. Tipton’s amendment being under consider- 
tion, Mr. EWING suggested a further amend- 
ment, by adding, ‘‘ provided that he shall desig- 
nate to the receiver, within six months after the 

sage of this act, which he elects.” 

Mr. TIPTON accepted this as a modification, 
and the amendment was then agreed to; when the 


| bill was reported to the Senate. 








| to the Minister of the United States at the 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, then offered an amend- 
ment, giving preémption rights to all persons loca- 
ted on the public lands previous to 1829. Mr. K. 
observed that hethought theamendment necessary, 
as the construction given to the law by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury was, that only two of the 
actual settlers could receive preémptions: 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill was 
then ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill to procure a marble bust of the late 
Chief Justice Elisworth, to be placed in the Capi- 
tol, was taken up, and the blank filled with $800, 
on motion of Mr. ROBBINS, when it was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The following resolutions were submitted during 
the morning> 

By Mr. CHAMBERS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to erect a light-house on Love 
Point, at the mouth of Chester river. 

By Mr. WRIGHT: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of placin 
the name of William Pattie upon the pension roll 
under the act of the 7th of June, 1832. 

By Mr. WAGGAMAN: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of erect- 
ing a light-house at the mouth of the bayou St. 
John, on Lake Pontchartrain, in Louisiana. 

By Mr. PRENTISS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the duty on foreign marble imported into 
the United States. 7 

By Mr. PRENTISS, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate a copy 
of the memorial addressed to him by the heir at 
law of the late General Ira Allen, relative to the 
capture, detention, and condemnation of the ship 
Olive Branch, and her cargo, by the British Gov- 
ernment; and also a copy of the instructions — 

ourt 
of Great Britain, and of the correspondence be- 
tween him and the British Government on the 
subject; or so much of the said instructions and 
correspondence as may be communicated, in the 
opinion of the President, consistently with the 
public interest. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of making 
certain foreign coins, particularly Spanish milled 
dollars, and five-franc pieces, a legal tender, and 
current by law. 

The Senate, at twenty minutes after one o’clock, 
proceeded to executive business, and continued 
until a little before three. When the doors were 


opened, 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of 
the Female Orphan Asylum of Georgetown, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, which had been presented at the 
lastsession, and which, on his motion, was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr, CLAYTON, all the orders 
of the day were suspended, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill changing 
the time of holding the district court of Delaware; 
— was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

A bill reported by the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, for the relief of Francis Lafontaine & Son, 
was considered, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. KNIGHT moved an adjournment, but 
— it at the instance of Mr. POINDEX- 

The Senate then, in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to the consideration of the following 
bills; which were reported without amendment, 


and ordered to be for a third reading: 
A bill for the et ot John Kirkpatrick; 














A bill for the relief of the widow of Clement 
B. Penrose; 

A bill for the relief of Philip Hickey. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, the Senate adjourned. 





















Before, however, he would proceed in the discus- | 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuourspay, March 6, 1834. 


Mr. EVANS reported a bill to restore to certain 
individuals pensions by them relinquished; which 
was read twice and committed. 

The House suspended the rule to enable Mr. J. 
Q. ADAMS to submit the following resolution; 
which lies one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to this House a statement of all 
the sums denominated in the Treasury accounts 
unavailabl: funds; specifically designating the sev- 
eral banks or individuals indebted to the Treasury 


honorable member from Alabama, [Mr. Maapts,] 


the subject of his speech. If that honorable | 
member professed his wonder as to what he 


of his own, in submitting his present resolution 
for legislative interference? Did he not, by his | 
own proposition, condemn the measures of the 
President? For if he had the right to take the 
deposites from the bank, by virtue of a lawful 
power vested in him, he asked where was the 
necessity for legislation on the subject? It would, 
in this point of view, be impertinent. But thus it | 
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that was involved, leaving the question of the | 
influence which the restoration of the deposites | 
would have in rechartering the bank, to those | 


who deemed it of more importance than he did. || didly confess he had changed his Opinion, and 


when he had done him the honor of making him || 
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opinion he had entertained against its conetitu- 
tionality. But upon the question of the expe- 
diency of having such an institution, he must can- 


3 || this change was ee upon him from seeing the 
sion, he must advert to what had fallen from the |! 


consequences which followed the rash and vacil- 
| lating acts of the Executive, in substituting other 

institutions for the bank. He considered the act 
_ of removing the deposites to be much more uncon- 


|| stitutional than the bank, because it was a plainer 
thought of his conduct, what was to be thought | 


case, and it had perpetrated more mischief. The 
country and the Administration had been divided 
/upon the question of constitutionality. And he 
, went on to argue, from the letters of Mr. Duane, 


|| (which he read extracts from,) that the removal 


| was improper, and had been prompted by two mo- 
tives, by which, healleged, from public rumor, the 
resent Administration were malignly influenced. 
These motives were, avarice and ambition; which 


therefor; the time when each debt first became 
due; the time when failure of payment thereof 
first occurred; the security, if any, which the pub- 
lic have for the payment thereof, at any time, and 
the prospect of such eventual payment. 

On motion of Mr. DUNLAP, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a third judicial district in the Stace of 
Tennessee, and of requiring the judge of the dis- 
trict of East and West Tennessee to hold one or 
more terms of said court annually, at the town of 
Jackson, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. McCARTY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of authorizing the officers of the land office at 
Fort Wayne, and the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office, to correct an error in the entry of 
an eighty-acre lot of land, in the name of William 
O’Neal, of Delaware county, Indiana, made at 
the Fort Wayne land office, on the 29th of Sep- 
tember, 1831. 

Mr. CLAY reported a bill for the relief of James 
Kitchens; which was read twice and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

r. SLADE, of Illinois, a bill for the survey of 
certain roads and canals, and improvement of har- 
bors in Michigan. 

Also, a bill granting a certain quantity of land 
to Ohio and Indiana, to open a navigable commu- 
nication between the Wabash river and Lake 
Erie; which were read twice and committed. 


PUBLIC DEFOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution offered by Mr. Marois: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of reporting a bill requiring the Secretary of 
the Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as 
to the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary-for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 
the same. . 

Mr. CLOWNEY resumed. He considered 
that Mr. Duane had been improperly removed 
from the office of Secretary of the Treasury, to 
make way for one whose first act was to deny the 
power of the House, from whom he alone consti- 
tutionally derived it. But the House were to judge 
of the importance of the doctrines he advanced, 
and if they sanctioned them they might tell the 
people to be deceived as to their notions of inde- 

ndence; for they would, in effect, decide that the 

resident of the United States having thus, 
through the medium of that officer, the control of 
the purse as well as the sword, he cone’ more 
power than any king of Great Britain. He would, 
in conclusion, avow that it was his determination 
to vote against this resolution, and every resolu- 
tion with a similar object, until the deposites were 
restored; after which he was prepared to vote for 
any measures which should be deemed necessary 
for their ultimate security. 

Mr. CLAYTON said he would have been gled, 
on a former occasion, if the rules of the House 
had permitted him to go into some explanation 
which seemed to be called for from him, from the 
peculiar situation in which he stood with regard 
to this bank subject. He would, in the outset, 
consider the question of the power of removal 


| found him guilty of—shop-lifting! 








was with those persons who spoke in one place | 
what they wished only to be Seed in another; || 
and they pointed out inconsistency in another, | 
which they overlooked in themselves. He avowed | 
that he wanted no other proof of the illegality of | 
the act of the removal, whenthe bad consequences || 
that followed it were evinced by this attempt to | 
bolster it up by future legislation. 

The honorable member from Alabama professed || 


were to be gratified by obtaining riches, by specu- 
lation in stocks, &c., to be used as a stepping-sione 
to office. For these purposes, as the bank stood 
in the way, and as it would not do to wait for the 
expiration of its charter, it was deemed necessary 
to have it cut down, and to organize such a 
moneyed regency here, as had been successfully 

ractised elsewhere. He was therefore compelied, 


if opposed to the bank on the grounds of uncon- 
not to understand his (Mr. C.’s) conduct, but this || stitutionality, to be much more so to these meas- 


was, he thought, because he did not want to do so. | ures of the Administration. Having argued against 
The honorable gentleman seemed to think thatthe || the power claimed by the Executive, he said that 
two questions of restoration and recharter were the effect of the withdrawal of the public moneys 
the same; but he must be permitted to suspect the | must be to make the bank what it never was in- 
motives of those who pretended to think so; and || tended by the charter to be—a private institution, 
he hoped to be able to satisfy that gentleman him- || the control over which was, by the act, given up 
self, that his conduct was not so inconsistent as he || to the directors. 


would have ety ed notwithstanding the aston- || Mr. C. here gave way, without having con- 
ishment which he feels, or affects to feel. 


He, || cluded, to a motion to proceed to the order cf the 
however, would rather appear inconsistent at any 


day. ° 
time than unjust; and he would give two answers, || Mr. LYON, of Michigan, presented a resolution 
by way of illustration, which, 5 trusted, would || of the Council of Michigan, requesting the estab- 
be sufficient. It was the practice in Georgia, where || lishment of a separate territorial government west 
actions were broughtto obtain by one means what || of Lake Michigan, and a recognition of the line 
could not be obtained by another, to put in plea | running west from the southern extreme of Lake 
that the purpose of the action was for selfish pur- |; Michigan, established by the 5th article of the 
poses; and the courts, holding this sufficient, would |, ordinance of 1787 as the southern boundary of 
dismiss the action, on the ground of being vindic- || that Territory. Referred to the Committee on 
tive, arbitrary, and unjust. This, however, might || the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 
not bethe practice in the State of Alabama. There, || Mr. LYON, of Michigan, presented a memorial 
their practice might be, to hold on to the case, the || of the citizens of Oakland county, in the Territory 
worse it would appear. Hissecond answer tothe || of Michigan, praying the grant of a township of 
charge might be found in an anecdote told, and | land to aid the establishment of a seminary of 
which happened in Alabama; where,« man having | learning in said county. Referred to the Com- 
been charged with the crime of murder, the jury | mittee on Public Lands. 
The court |; Mr. LYON, of Michigan, presented a petition 
pronounced that it was impossible such a verdict | from numerous citizens of the counties of Monroe 
could be received. The jury retired, and, after a || and Lenawee, in the Territory of Michigan, pray- 
long absence, they came to the logical conclusion, || ing the establishment of a post route from Port 
that, if the man was not guilty of shop-lifting, he || Lawrence, through Adrian and other places, to 
most certainly was of—sheep-stealing. And to || intersect the Chicago road, in the county of Hills- 
this most righteous conclusion they availed them- || dale, in said Territory. Referred to the Commit- 
selves of their constitutional privileges as jurors to || tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
cling. And heargued to show, that as he had pre- Mr. LYON, of Michigan, presented a petition 
ferred his indictment for murder against the bank, |, of numerouscitizens of Michigan Territory, pray- 
on various charges, of which it had been acquitted, | ing that a road may be laid out and established 
he was not bound to think as others did, and bring || from Fort Gratiot, at the foot of Lake Huron, 
in a verdict that the bank was guilty of shop-lifting | through the county seat of Lasseur county, to the 
or of sheep-stealing. He arraigned theconduct of | Grand river, and thence to intersect the road lead- 
the President of the United States as inconsistent | ing from Detroit to Chicago. Referred to the 
in removing the deposites, after the action of Con- |, Committee on Roads ‘and Canals. 
gress upon his messages, in pronouncing the depos- || The House resumed the consideration of the 
ites safe, and which he could not support. His || bill reported from the Committee on Revolution- 
purpose, originally, was honestly to prevent a || ary Claims, to provide for the settlement of cer- 
continuance of the bank, because he believed that || tain revolutionary claims. 
it was unconstitutional. But he referred tothe pro- || Mr. BROWN, who was entitled to the floor, 
ceedings of the bank committee, to justify him that spoke at considerable length in favor of the bill. 
their motives were different from what was attrib- || Mr. WISE followed on the same side. 
uted to him. Congress had considered these reports, | Mr. GILMER spoke in favor of passing a gen- 

eral bill on this subject, but to the bill reported b 

the committee he was decidedly o . He 











and in acting upon them, did not say the deposites 
should be removed, or the charter revoked. On 
the contrary, he asked, was there not a bill passed || suggested many considerations, which he thought 
by them to recharter the institution—a vote of the || ought to induce the House to recommit the bill 
Hons that the deposites were safe? And yet, || for amendment. He accordingly moved the re- 
upon weaker testimony than that by which these || commitment of the bill, but withdrew it for th 

verdicis of acquittal had been pronounced, gentle- || present. ’ 

men who voted for these measures were to befound || Mr. MARSHALL spoke in support of the bill, 
now arrayed on the opposite side. He thus con- || and in reply to the poate rom Georgia, 
tended, whatever was his private opinion of the (Mr. Gumer.}] At half past three o’clock, with- 
justice of the verdict, that, as the bank had two || out concluding, he gave way to a motion to ad- 








verdicts against him, instead of his having a ver- || journ. 
dict against it, he was not inconsistent in yielding. || On motion of Mr. BURGES, 
He remained, however, still unconvinced as to the The House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Faiwar, March 7, 1834. 


Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Claims, | 
reported a bill without amendment, from the | 
House of Representatives, for the relief of Chrie- | 
tian Lynch and others; which was read and com- | 
mitted. 

Mr. BELL, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of William D. Aikin; which 
was read and committed. 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the memorial of 

Tench Ringgold, formerly Marshal of the District 
of Columbia, praying certain allowances may be 
made to him; referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
Mr. McK EAN presented a memorial signed by || 
2,530 inhabitants of the county of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, in favor of the restoration of the 
public deposites and the recharter of the Bank of 
the United States, with modifications, 

Mr. McK. moved that the memorial be read, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and be || 
printed. 

After some remarks by Mr. WEBSTER, the 
motion was agreed to. | 

Mr. McKEAN also presented the memorial of || 
three hundred and thirteen inhabitants of Mari- 
etta, in the‘same county, in favor of the restora- 
tion of the deposives; upon which the same order 
was taken. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of per- || 














sons engaged in house building in the city of Phila- 
delphia, praying the restoration of the deposites 
to the Bank of the United States. 

Mr. Wessren addressed the Senate at some 
length, on presenting the memorial. 

Mr. CLAY also made some remarks, when the 
memorial was read, ordered to be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee off Finance. 

The following resolutions were submitted, and 
lie on the table one day: 

By Mr. EWING: 
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designate the services or objects for which the 
meney may have been paid, or such expenses in- 


curred. 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to report to the Senate the amount, if any, 
due to mail contractors on the Ist day of J anuary, 
1834, which has not yet been paid; and also, that 
he state the amount, if arfy, which the D tment 
has overdrawn, the sums due at that date from an 
postmaster or postmasters; also, the amount whic 
the Department has, or shall have, overdrawn its 
deposites in any bank or banks prior to the time 
of sending in the report called for by this resolu- 
tion; also, that he set forth the amount which has 
been borrowed for the use of the Department, or 
which shall have been borrowed prior to the time 
of sending in said report, and then unpaid, and that 


| he designate the contractors to whom the Depart- 


ment is so indebted, and the postmasters and banka 


| on whom such overdrafts have or shall have been 
| made, and the banks or individuals of whom such 
| moneys shall have been borrowed, with the re- 


spective sums duc to, overdrawn on, or borrowed 


| from each. 


Mr. CLAY rose, and said he held in his hand 


| four resolutions, which he wished to present, and 


which he was desirous should be considered at no 
very distant day. They presented subjects of 


| grave inquiry, and of deep importance, involving 
| the purity of the Administration, if not the very 
| durability of theGovernment. The three first res- 
| olutions assumed that the Constitution gave no 


power of removal from office by the President of 
the United States at his pleasure. He was fully 
aware that this power was conceded to the Presi- 
dent by the first Congress which sat under the 


| Constitution. But since that period, except in an 
_ incidental diecussion here four or five years ago, it 
| has never been discussed in Congress. He had 


carefully looked into the Constitution, as it related 


| to the power of removal in the Premdent, and the 
| result was that the power was not reposed in the 


President in the instance indicated in the resolu- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury || tions. He believed the assertion of the power by 
cause to be transmitted to the Senate a statement | the first Congress was improvident, and not the 
of all contracts for the transportation of the mail, || least reason for this opinion was the confidence 
entered into since the 30th day of June, 1629, and | which that Congress reposed in the wisdom, the 
of the proposals reepecting such contracts, as the } prudence, and the patriotism of the first President, 
same may appear in the ks and files of the || the Father of bis country. And, as to the prece- 
Comptroller of the Treasury. | dent, the fact was worthy of consideration; and, 

By Mr. EWING: ; ( 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- || tbat it was made with qualifications which have 
rected to transmit to the Senate a statement of the || been utterly disregarded by this Administration. 





| while he conceded that it was made, he contended || 


items which make up the sum of $64,248 76, || 
which, in hie annual report of November 30, || 
1833, he charges as the excess of expenses in- | 
curred for transporting the mail prior to the 30th | 
of June, 1829, over and above the amount stated | 
in his report to the last named day. And also, | 
that he set forth the amount which the expenses | 
actually incurred for transpertation of the mails | 
exceeded the amount stated in his annual reports | 
of those expenses for the years ending the 30th of | 
June, 1830, and the 30th of June, 1831; and that 
he give the items which make up the excess in each 
year. Also, that he set forth, or state particularly 
the items which make up the sum of $205,656 07, | 
stated in his annual report of the 30th of Novem- | 
ber, 1833, as the expenses incurred for transporta- 
tion which had actually been performed prior to | 
the first day of July, 1832, and which were not | 
included in his report for that year. | 
Also, that he report to the Senate the items | 
making up the sum of $91,658 82; which in his | 
report of November 30:h, 1833, he says, would, | 


he doctrines of this Administration and the prin- 
ciples of its supporters, asavowed in the discussion 
upon the deposite question, are, that all persons 

are bound to conform to the will of the President, 
| no matter how opposite that will may be to their 
| ownopinion and judgment. The total number of 
employees under the Government is estimated to 
be at least forty thousand; and, if we look at the 
Blue Book, where only a portion of them are re- 

gistered, the estimate will be found to be much 
| below the true mark. If we suppose that this mass 
| of forty thousand officers are actuated by one spirit, 
governed by one impulse, and by one mind, it 
| would not be difficult to anticipate that the day waa 
| not far distant when the efforts of the people to 
| restrain this enormous power would be vain and 
unavailing. It wasasettled axiom in free govern- 
ments, that a standing army was dangerous in time 
| of peace. That is, such an army as, being dis- 
| tinguished by their dress from the rest of the com- 
| munity, was capable of being seen and estimated. 
| But how differer.t from this was this army of forty 








according to the former method of keeping the || thousand men, dispersed over the whole country, 


accounts of the expenses of transportation, have | 
heen leftout of his said report, because not entered \ 
under their proper dates, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- \ 
rected to report to the Senate the amount of.com- || 
pensation and extra allowance for transporting the || 
mail, omitted in the Blue Book of 1833, if any be | 
omitted, and that he communicate the names of || 


the individuals entitled to such compensation or | 


and obeying one common impulse, ready to rally 
round and carry into effect the purposes and ob- 
jects of the Government; and how much more 
dangerous than that army against which the fears 
of the people have been directed. And the time 
would come when, if it was not soon checked, it 
would as certainly decide the succession to the 

residential chair as the Preetorian band of ancient 


Rese’ved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to report tothe Senate the items which make 
up the incidental expenses of the Post Office De- 
partment from the ist day of October, 1831, to 
the Ist day of January, 1834, and that he commu- 
nicate the names of the individuals to whom, and 


extra allowance. | crown. He hoped gentlemen would’ soon turn 


their attention to the subject seriously; examine 
the Constitution carefully, and not intrench them- 
selves behind one solitary precedent. He admitted 
the force of precedent; 1 was entitled to respect; 


| but yet it was only evidence. He therefore in- 


| voked gentlemen to point out the part dr parts of 


ome decided on the disposition of the imperial 
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the Constitution which gave to the Chief Magis- 
trate the powercontended for. Hehad looked for 
itin vain. The effect of the plan indicated by the 
resolutions was to secure the independence of the 
officer, to place him lees under the control of one 
man, to restore that equilibrium in the Government 
which was wanting, and which, if permitted to go 
on, would lead to the total absorption of the 
powers of Government by one head, to the exclu- 
sion of all other departments. He was guided in 
this movement by considerations of Elie good, 
and he looked to the operations of 
and its effects u 





overnment, 

the institutions of the coun- 

try. He submitted the resolutions, moved that 
they be printed,and made the order of the day for 
the first Monday in April. 

1. Resolved, That the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States does not vest in the President power to 
remove, at his pleasure, officers under the Govern- 
ment of the United States, where offices have been 
established by law. 

2. Resolved, That in all cases of offices created 
by law, the tenure of holding which is not pre- 
scribed by the Constitution, Congress is author- 
| ized by the Constitution to prescribe the tenure, 
| terms, and conditions on which they are tu be 
| holden. 
| 3. Resolved, That the Committee on the Judi- 

ciary be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law that in all instances of ap- 
pointment to office by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, other than 
diplomatic appointments, the power of removal 
ehall be exercised only in concurrence with the 
Senate; and when the Senate is not in session, 
that the President may suspend any such officer, 
communicating his reasons for the suspension to 
the Senate at its first succeeding session; and if 
the Senate concur with him, the officer shall be 
removed; but if it do not concur with him, the 
officer shall be restored to office. 

4. Resolved, That the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of making provision by law for 
the appeneete by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, of all deputy postmasters, whose 
annual emoluments exceed a prescribed limit. 

The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. BIBB said, that in connexion with the mo- 
‘tion of his colleague, he would move that the 

| debate which took place in the first ress on 
| the subject of the power of removal by the Presi- 
| dent, be collated by the Secretary, and printed for 

| the use of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT said, that accordin 

| to the rules, it was a resolution which require 
notice; that it was appropriating money out of the 
contingent fund. 
| Mr. BIBB then gave notice that he would in- 
| troduce a resolution to that effect on Monday 
| next, 

Mr. POINDEXTER submitted the following 

| resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
employing a draughtsman (by resolution or other- 

wise) to make a manuscript mar, from official 
| documents of each State and Territory wherein 
the public lands are situated; to comprise the sur- 
| vey of the public lands, the topographical surveys, 
| the surveys of coasts, the post roads, the bounda- 
| ries of counties, and the precise location of towns, 
and such other matter as is useful and usually 
found on State maps, or that may be ordered by 
any of the committees of this body. 

r. FORSYTH moved to takeup for consider- 
| ation the resolution submitted by Mr. Mancom, 
relative te the public printing of the Senate. 

|| Mr. WRIGHT made some remarke in opposi- 
|| tion to the resolution, and concluded by moving 
| to refer it to the Committee on the Contingent Ex- 
_ penses of the Senate, with a view to an inquiry 
into the subject; but, on the suggestion of 

Mr. KNIGHT, the motion was withdrawn, 
| and Mr. K. then offered the following eubstitute 
| os an amendment to the resolution: bes 
| Resolved, When any message, report, or ot 
| document, communicated to both Houses of Con- 
| gress, shall be ordered to be printed by the Senate, 
| the shall ascertain whether the same has 

been ordered to be printed by the House of Rep- 
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resentatives; if so, the copies will be furnished by 
the printer to the House for the use of the Senate, | ; 
under the law and usages now in force. Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
And when the same person shall be printer to4| rected to communicate to the Senate a copy of any 
both Hotses of Congress, and any message, re- | and every circular or order to his deputies, direct- 
rt, or other document, communicated to both || ing them, or any of them, to transmit to his de- 
ouses, and printed by the House, and an addi- | partment the names of the newspapers taken at 
tional number of copies thereof shall be ordered || their respective offices, or the names of the sub- 
to be printed by the Senate, the printer shall | scribers to such newspapers, and generally to state | 
charge for the same after the rate allowed by law || whether his department receives quarterly returns 
for press-work, includifig paper, folding, stitching, | of newspapers taken in the United States, and 
and excluding composition; and that the resolu- | the names and places of residence of their sub- | 
tion of the 14th May, 1830, be, and the same is || scribers. 
hereby, repealed. | The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Robinson | 
Mr. CLAY expressed his desire to become ac- || was again taken up, when, at a quarter past four, 
quainted with the subject, and hoped it might have | on motion of Mr. SHEPLEY, 
the action of a committee. || The Senate adjourned. 
Mr. FORSYTH said he concurred in the opin- 
ion, and renewed the motion to refer; which was 
reed to. 
Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on | 


Public Lands, made a report of several private | : : 
bills; which were read by their titles, and com- | Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of | 


' | Ways and Means, reported a bill to authorize 
mitted. | merchandize to be deposited in the public stores, 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


and for other purposes. Read twice and com- 
The resolutions submitted by Messrs. CHAM- mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
BERS, WAGGAMAN,WRIGHT, SPRAGUE, 


of the Union. ; 
and PRENTISS, were eeverally taken up, and || Mr. McKENNAN, from the Committee on the 
adopted. | 


District of Columbia, reported a bill to amend an 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, it was ordered, that 


act incorporating the Fire Insurance Company of 
=e the Senate adjourns, it stand adjourned until Goameetown, , Bend Lust and comeeties. 
onday. 


Mr. ELLSWORTH, from the Committee on 
The following bills were read a third time and 











supply their piaces. 





— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, March 7, 1834. 





the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Thomas and others. Read twice 
and committed. 


On motion of Mr. WATMOUGH, five thousand 
extra copies of the report on the bill to equalize 
the pay of the Army and Navy were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the | 
room, of the late Chief Justice Elisworth; } — Enoch Blaisdell. Read twice and com- 

rae for the relief of Francis La Fontaine and |" Mr. GILMER asked and obtained leave to lay 

A bill for the relief of John Kirkpatrick; 


| on the table an amendment which he proposes to 

A bill for the relief of the Widow Penrose; | move to the revolutionary claims bill; and the 
A bill for the relief of the Collector of Franklin, || 2™endment was, on his motion, ordered to be 
New York; 


printed. ; 
A bill changing the time of holding the terms of || Mr. THOMSON, with the leave of the House, 
the United States courts in Delaware. 


The following bills were considered in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading: 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Richardson; 

A bill for the relief of the sureties of John H. 
Morton; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
* of Moses Shepherd, deceased ; 

A bill-for the relief of Hiram A. Hunter; 

A bill for the rélief of Samuel Thompson; 

A bill for the relief of John Thompson; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Hazleton and Wil- 
liam Palmer; 

A bill authorizing the Governors of the several 
States to transmit, by mail, copies, bound or un- 
bound, of all laws and reports which may pass 
the several Legislatures; 

A bill authorizing the construction of a lateral | 
road to the District of Columbia, by the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad Company. 


The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Robinson 
being under consideration, Mr. MOORE moved 
that it be recommitted to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. This gave rise to a discussion, 
in which Messrs. MOORE, NAUDAIN, HEN- 
DRICKS, KINGof Alabama,and CHAMBERS, 
pee when the motion to recommit was 
ost. The bill was then laid upon the table. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
CLAYTON: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to inform the Senate how many, and what 
postmasters, clerks, and other agents in his de- 
partnient have been by him removed from office 
since the 3d day of March, 1829. Also, to state 
the names of those who have been appointed in 
lieu of the postmasters so removed, their places of 
residence, and to furnish the originals (or copies 
thereof) addressed to him as Postmaster General, 
communicating the political character of those 





ssed: 

A bill for the relief of Peter Nills, assignee of 
Joshua Sprague; 

A bill for the relief of Philip Hickey; 

A bill reviving the act of May 29, 1830, grant- 
ing preémption rights; 

A bill appropriating $800 for the purchase of a || 
marble bust, to be a. in the Supreme Court 














submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Tommittee on Roads and 
| Canals be instructed to eee into the expediency 
| of granting to the State of Ohio a quantity of un- 
| settled lands, within the sate, for the purpose of 
| aiding said State in the construction of a canal to 
| connect the Ohio canal with the Pennsylvania 
canal, by way of what is called the Sandy and 
Beaver route. 


Mr. CLAY would have no objection to the in- 
quiry, if the gentleman would modify it so as to 
refer itto the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. THOMSON refused to modify the resolu- 
tion, and 

Mr. CLAY moved to lay it on the table. Lost. | 

After some opposition to the resolution from | 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, 

Mr. STEWART moved to amend the resolu- | 
tion, by striking out that part which gives any 
land to the State of Ohio, and the latter clause, 
which indicates the route. The subject, he con- 
tended, properly belonged to the Committee on | 
Roads and Canals, as the proposition was to make 
a canal. 

Mr. THOMSON aaid that if the amendment 
should be adopted, he should be compelled to vote 
against his own resolution, His object was to 
connect the Ohio and the Pennsylvania canal, and 
he presumed that his colleague, [Mr. Wuittie- 
sEY,] whose opposition to the resolution had sur- 

rised him, was in favor of the same object, though 
e had in view a different route from that proposed 
in the resoluuion. He went on to make some re- 
marks in favor of the route which he had pro- 
sed. 
Peer. WHITTLESEY said he, objected to the 
designation of any route in the resolution, and es- 
pecially of one which had been condemned by 
every person who had examined it, 
r. STEWART made some remarks in sup- 
port of his motion to amend. The proposition 
was to give the land to the State of Ohio, that the 
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State of Ohio might sell it and subscribe the pro- 
ceeds to the stock of the company. He did not 
| see why the Government should not make the 
| subscription to stock, whether it was in land or 
money, and the benefit of it. 
| Mr. THOMSON made some statement in 
| Support of his views of the eligibility of the route 
| designated in the resolution. He had, however, 
| determined, rather than continue the debate, to 
| accept the amendment as a modification of the 


|| resolution. 


| Mr.FULLER, of New York, said if there was 
| to be an inquiry, he would like to have it extended 
| a little further. We in New York (said he) would 
| like to have a canal from Rochester to Olean, and 
we happen not to have any public land. The 
canal would terminate on the Alleghany river, and 
would be highly important to all the interests be- 
low. The work contemplated by the resolution 
was highly important, but not more so than this. 

Mr. STEWART aaid that, without objecting 
to the proposition of the gentleman from New 
York, he thought he had better offer it in a dis- 
tinct resolution. 

Mr. FULLER. I think not. I would a great 
deal rather be in good company than alone. Both 
canals were important, and are connected with the 
same interests. He accordingly offered his amend- 
ment, instructing the committee also to inquire 
into the expediency of making a grant of land for 
the purpose of constructing a canal from Rochester 
to Olean. 

{Here the discussion was interrupted by the ex- 
piration of the hour assigned to the consideration 
of resolutions, and the House proceeded to the 
orders of the day, which were private bills.) 

bier following bills were read a third time, and 

ssed: 

A bill granting pensions to certain persons 
therein named; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Oakes; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Sewall and Robert 
Sewall; 

A bill for the relief of W. L. Cockerille; 

A bill for the relief of James Marsh; 

A bill for the relief of Stephen Kingston; 

A bill for the relief of John C. Naylor; 

A bill for the relief of William Enos; 

A bill for the relief of Judith Thomas and Dan- 
iel Palmer; 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treas 
ury to issue a register to brig American, of Sa- 
vannah; 

A bill for the relief of Nicholas C. Coleman and 
James Kitchens; 

A bill for the relief, in part, of the crew of the 
brig Sarah George, having been reported with an 
amendment, by the Committee of the Whole, 

Mr. McKIM supported it, and calied for the 
reading of the report accompanying the bill; after 
which, the further consideration was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. POLK asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to suspend the rules by which this day is 
set apart for private bills, in order to take up ap- 
propriation bills. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY objected. 

Mr. POLK moved the suspension of the rule 
for that purpose. 

The members voting were—ayes 67, noes 40— 
(not two thirds, nor a quorum.) 

The SPEAKER sabishe must enforce the rule 
of the House—that ail members shall vote upon 
one side or the other; and having ascertained there 
was a quorum in the House—the members voting 
being ayes 74, noes 49, (not two thirds,) the 
House proceeded with private bills. 

Sundry bills (heretofore stated in our paper to 
have been passed in the Senate) were read twice, 
and referred to the standing committees, _ 

The House resolved itself into committee, Mr. 
CONNOR in the chair. 

The bill to compensate Susan Decatur and 
others; the bills for the relief of John S, Fleming 
and of Richard W. Meade, were severally laid 


aside. 
The following bills were then considered, 
ed to the House, and ordered to be eng : 
A bill for the relief of ey Bowen; 
A bill for the relief of W. K. Pauling; 
A bill for the relief of W. Haslett; 
A bill for the relief of Joseph W. Wormstead; 















el 


hae 


~— 


Seber 


aS ae 


ae ae a oer ae 
snore apne Eick 


“oe 


A 





# - aie 1+. 7 
(Date eee eAsae es ~ 


PPS ey 


Seem 


cy 


| 
, 


a 
k 





222 | THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








A bill for the settlement of the claim of Mary || required in justice to accused public officers; and, 
O'Sullivan; but for the declarations to which he referred, he 
A bill for the relief of John Kimberlin; would have cheerfully concurred in the remark 
A bill for the relief of Peleg Spencer; || made by the honorable Senator from Alabama, 
A bill for the relief of Haggerty and Austin; || (Mr. Kine,] and would have presumed that the 
An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- || course of the committee, in making their investi- 
ury to compromise the claims of Minturn & | gations, would be such as he had indicated. 
Champlin; | He was, however, not now at liberty to make 
A bill to refund to certain owners of the schooner || this presumption, because it had been distinctly 
Joseph and Mary the sum paid into the Treasury | declared by the honorable Senator from Connecti- 
by reason of the condemnation of said vessel; —| cut, [Mr. Smrrn,) and intimated by several other 
A bill for the relief of Samuel P. Walker; || members, in the course of their remarks, that it 
A bill for the relief of Alexander J. Robinson; } would not be the duty of the committee to give 
A bill for the benefit of the heirs at law of || any notice to any accused officer; that the com- 
the representatives of William G Christopher, || mittee were a mere inquest; that they were to act 
deceased ; || a8 grand jurors, and in no other character; that 
A bill for the relief of John Hone & Sons; || they were not to hear exculpatory evidence, if 
A bill for the relief of William B. Doliber and | offered; but that they were to act exclusively inan 
others, owners, and the heirs of the crew, of the | ex parte and accusatory character. This was pre- 
schooner Mary & Hannah; || senting the duties of the standing committees of 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives | this body in anew lighttohim. Were they mere 


of James Brown; | bodies of inquest, mere ex parte examiners of the 
An act for the relief of Noah Staley; | subjects referred to them? He had not so under- 
A bili for the relief of Benedict Alford; || stood the matter. He had understood that the 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Crocker Samp- || duty of a standing committee of the Senate was to 
son, deceased ; ; || examine the merits of the questions referred to 
A biil for the relief of Henry Whitney; || them, and to advise the Senate as to its final action. 
A bill for the relief of Jonathan Walton, and | Now, it seemed that they were mere bodies of ex 
John J. De Graff; '| parte inquiry; and what, he would ask, was to be 
An act for the relief of the widow and heirs of | done with such a report when itcamein? What 
Felix St. Vrain. | was this ulterior and final action of which gentle- 


The bill for the relief of David Kilbourn was | men spoke? Was it to refer the report back to 


' || the same committee, with instructions to examine | 
7 eens me ae ee aaa '| the other side of the subject? What else could it | 
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of every land officer in the whole United States, 
He would read the resolution. It was as follows: 
**3. Resolved, That the said committee be in- 
structed to inquire whether the registers of the 
land offices, and the receivers of public moneys, 
at any of the land offices of the United States, or 
| either of them, have, in violation of law and of their 
| official duties, demanded or accepted a bonus or pre- 
mium from any purchaser or purchasers of the 
public lands at public or private sale, for the ben- 
| efit of such officer or offieers, as a condition on 
which such purchaser or purchasers should be 
allowed to enter or purchase any tract or tracts 
_ of land offered for sale by the United States; and 
| also, whether any register or receiver, as afore- 
said, has been guilty of fraud or partiality in the 
_ sales of the public lands by adopting rules and 
regulations, in their respective offices, inconsistent 
with the laws of the United States.’’ 


Here was a positive direction to inquire into the 
conduct of these officers, and into their violations of 
the laws of the United States, and to make these in- 
quiries only. It was to such officers that he 
thought notice should be given. He did not be- 
lieve that they should be condemned unheard. If 
the honorable Senator would look further, he would 
find that the fourth resolution contained the same 
| direction, confined to the land offices in the State 
| of Mississippi, and to a particular description of 
| illegal acts. (Here some Senator remarked that 
| this resolution had been so modified as to extend 
| to all the Jand offices of the United States.) Mr. 
| W. proceeded. He said he stood corrected; that 





| he was told this resolution also had been made as - 


the bill, and it was supported by Mr. THOMSON || be? If the Senate was not to obtain full inform- || broad as the third, and it only strengthened the 
and Mr. WARDWELL,; after which its further | ®tion through its committees, how wasthatinform- || ground for which he contended. 


consideration was postponed to Friday next. || ation to be obtained? What was the Sie of 
Mr. THOMAS moved that the rule be post- | the committee upon ordinary subjects? Was it 
poned, in order to permit him to make a motion | = m4 —_ = ote: wer oe — 
a | was the testimony upon the other side to co 
that when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet || from? Mr. W. aldtohe position was a mistaken 
on eee ITTLESEY of Ohio, called for the || 2DC:, The committees of this body are not placed 
. ’ ’ 


in the situation of grand jurors. It is not their 
naa and nays, but the House refused to order | duty to make ex parte examinations, but to inquire 


The motion to suspend the rule prevailed wae e manne . aa ae > - 

. ; S to make a report advising the Senate as to its ina 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, moved that the || action, Until, banter, he could receive some 
House do now adjourn. Negatived. ; || intimation that this committee would so consider 
Mr. THOMAS then submitted his motion. ita duties, that it would feel bound to notify such 

_ Mr.CLAYTON asked the yeas and nays upon || officers as might be accused before it, and to give 
it, but they were not ordered. | them an opportunity to be heard in their defence, 
The motion to adjourn to Monday was agreed || he could not vote for the resolution, as modified 
ae a vote of 129 to 49. by the honorable mover, but must vote for the 
r. POLK gave notice that he should,on Mon- | amendment which made thatan expressduty. He 

day next, or as soon as possible, call up for con- || could not believe it was the intention of the Senate 
sideration some of the appropriation bills. to make the duties of this committee under the 
Several bills from the Senate were taken up, || resolutions accusatory only; to put whole classes 
read the first time, ordered to a second reading, || of officers within their power for the purpose of 
and referred. . having them report to the Senate, and spread be- 
On motion, the House adjourned. fore the public, ex parte examinations and accusa- 





REMARKS OF MR. WRIGHT, 
OF NEW YORK, 
Iw Senate, Thursday, March 6, 1834. 


The question being upon the fifth resolution 
offered by Mr. Poinpexrter, and he having mod- | 
ified the resolution so as to authorize the committee (Mr. CLAY replied, referring to companies 
to have depositions taken at a distance, as well as || which had been formed to speculate in the pur- 
to examine witnesses before themselves, and Mr. || chase of lands, and inquired who were to be noti- 
Suerter having moved an amendment to direct || fied? That if the committee were to be compelled 
the committee, when the testimony to be taken was | to give notice, it would defeat the whole object of 
of a character to implicate the official conduct of | the inquiry; that gentlemen seemed to be mistaken, 
any officer, to give that officer notice, and an || 


; : n || and constantly to suppose that officers were to be 
opportunity to attend at the taking of the testi- || accused; that such was not the object of the in- 
mony, and to cross-examine the witnesses ]— 


: || quiry; that the ed was to be made for the 
Mr. WRIGHT said, he should have considered || purposes of general legislation and to correct abuses 
the modification made by the honorable chairman | alleged to exist in the system of selling the public 
of the committee full and sufficient, but for decla- | lands, &c., &c. 


ortunity to answer or explain. Still such had 

een the practical effect of the opinions and views 
supiamal oy the honorable Senator from Connec- 
ticut, [Mr. Smirn,] and,as he understood, assented 
to by others, and until counter indications should 
be given by the committee, he must be in favor of 
the amendment. 





rations which had fallen from other members of Mr. WRIGHT said, the second resolution re- || 


the Senate. He did not rise to express any want | fers to the combinations and companies to which 
of confidence in the committee. Under the mod- || the honorable Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] 
ification of the resolution, he should have assumed | alludes. To those persons he did not ask that 
that the committee would have given noticeto any | notice should be given. He cared not what the 
officer of the Government whose official acts were result of an investigation might betothem. They 
impugned by any evidence appearing before them, | were not public officers, and had acted upon their 
and that they would have given such officer an || private responsibility only. But if the honorable 
et or exculpation by testimony, before | Senator had cast his eye over the third resolution, 
they would report matters of accusation or im- || he would have seen that he was widely mistaken 
peachment. He would have entertained this opin- | in supposing that the express direction to the com- 
ion, because the course would be so palpably || mittee was not to inquire into the official conduct 





tions which the persons accused had had no op- |. 


The Senate would see that he could feel no in- 
| terest in these inquiries. The land offices were so 
| far removed from his State that neither himself 
| nor his constituents knew much about them, or the 
| officers who occupied them. That abuses might 
| exist was no more than likely, and he hoped to be 
| believed when he said that no mémber of the Sen- 
| ate was more willing or anxious than he was that 
where they existed they should be ferreted out and 
the guilty punished. Still he was unprepared to 
say that ex parte accusations should be spread be- 
fore the public against _ officer of the Govern- 
ment. All ought to be heard, and to have an 
opportunity for explanation and defence, and his 
present object was to cause the question before 
the Senate to be clearly understood, that every 
member might vote as his judgment should dic- 
tate. For his own part, after the distinct declara- 
tion of the honorable member of the committee, 
(Mr. Cray,] that notice ought not to be given, 
that he, as a member of the committee, should not 
| feel bound to give such notice, but should consider 
it improper to give it, he (Mr. W.) had no alter- 
native but to vote for the amendment, which re- 
quired that notice should be given to any accused 
| officer, and that he should be allowed to cross- 
| examine the witnesses against him, and t® make 
his defence. 





Conclusion of the Report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, on the removal of the Deposites. 

It will be seen by the views ee taken by the 

_ committee, that in their opinion the deposites have 

| been lawfully removed from the Bank of the Uni- 

ted States, and the money now in the Treasury 
| has been legally deposited in the State banks. 

In these circumstances, it remains to be consid- 

ered whether any, and if any, what legislation is 

necessary, in consequence of the change of the 


| deposites. 

| Tis the opinion of the committee that the Bank 
| of the United States ought not to be rechartered. 
| The constitutional objections to it are, in their 





| judgment, insuperable; and if its charter could be 
| justified by the Constitution, recent events have 
demonstrated that the continued existence of such 
a vast concentrated money power must prove 
dangerous to the freedom and purity of our insti- 
tutions. weit ES 
And after the great abuses of which it has been 
guilty, a recharter, under any modifications, would 
be offering the high legislative sanction and appro- 
bation of Congress to the various acts of miscon- 
duct detailed in this and former reports to Congress. 
{tis impossible thata corporation, which is proved 
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to have used its money to corrupt the press, to 
influence elections, and control the Government, 








| 


can ever be selected as the peculiar object of the 


favor and bounty of the Government. The bank 
ought not, therefore, to be rechartered on any terms. 


manifest that the deposites ought not to berestored | 
toit. For, setting aside the various acts of miscon- | 


duct, by which the present corporation has justly | 


forfeited the public confidence, it is obvious that | 
the restoration of the deposites to the present bank, | 
to be removed again in two years, would produce 
nothing but the most serious evil and distrees to 
the country, withoutany possible advantage. The 
restoration of the deposites and the recharter of the 
bank, are, in the judgment of the committee, insep- 
arably connecte pe see and neither can, with 
any propriety, be adopted without the other. 

The question then arises, whether the State 
banks should be continued as the fiscal agents of | 
the Government. 

The committee are satisfied that the State banks 
are fully competent to perform all the services 


in the collection and disbursement of the revenue; 
and to afford also all the facilities to the internal 
commerce and exchanges of the country, which 
have been derived from the Bank of the United 
States. 
The collection and disbursemen the public 
revenue may be safely placed where the sages 
who framed the Constitution left it. They did 
not deem a national bank essential, either to the 
Government they were forming, or to the success- 
ful administration of its finances. The opinion 
has already been expressed, that the State banks 
are competent to perform all the duties which the 
Governmentor the public convenience may require. 
And there are many circumstances which strongly 
recommend them toa preference over the Bank of 
the United States. No one of them can exercise 
a general control over all the others, and expand 
and contract the whole currency of the country at 
its pleasure, to favor the private speculations of 
individuals, or to increase its own profits. And 
they can nevertombine together for political ob- 
jects, nor hope to gain possession of the Govern- 
ment, and control its operations. The State banks 


the country. They are generally under the man- 
agement of citizens as respectable, as trustworthy, | 


as any directors of the Bank of the United States. | 


And it would be unjust, and contrary to the spirit 
of our institutions, for Congress to sustain a great 


moneyed power to overawe and oppress them, |, 
and bring ruin upon multitudes of our citizens, || 


whenever cupidity or ambition shall tempt them 
to exercise their power. The stock of the Bank 
of the United States has fallen for the most part 
into the hands of the great capitalists of this and 
foreign countries, who have but little sympathy 
for the suffering of our people when their own 
sordid or ambitious views make it their intereat 
to inflict it. 

If it should be urged as an objection to the State 
banks, that they cannot afford a general currency, 
the answer is obvious. If it were necessary to | 


create a paper currency, possessing equal credit | 


with that of the present Bank of the United States, | 
the object can be as well accomplished with the 
State banks, as with the Bank of the United States. 
The provision which has made the latter current 
everywhere, is the clause in the charter which 
compels the Government to receive their notes in 

yment of all debts due to the public; and a simi- 
ar provision in favor of the State banks, which 
might be selected as the depositories of the money 
of the United States, would immediately make | 


their notes equally current, and ensure for them | 





equal confidence in any part of the United States. 

But the committee are not prepared to recom- 
mend the adoption of such a measure. They are 
convinced that all which public convenience re- 
quires, in this respect, will soon be accomplished | 
by arrangements among the banks themselves; | 
and that there ought to be no legislation of Con- | 


grees for the purpose of establishing a currency of || 


r. 
Phe main object of legislation should be, to en- 
large the basis of specie, on which the paper circu- 


lation of the State banks is to depend for support. | 
And the committee are peenedel » that by the 


|| by the head of the Treasury Department, and ina | 
| manner advantageous to the public, and it is not 





| sistent with the principles of our Government, for |, 





| gold and silver were brought into common use, and | 


| the small notes banished from circulation, payments 
which the General Government ought to require, || 


| of selecting the banks, and of prescribing the ee- 


| of the Treasury, under the supervision of the Pres- 


| of the committee that discretionary power should 
| never be given, in any case, to any officer of the 
| Government, where it can be regulated and defined 
are now firmly interwoven with the institutions of |; 
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a 





the General Government, and a judicious course of | hilated, nor have they been transported from the 


legislation founded upon it, that a sounder state of | 


the danger of those sudden expansions and con- | 
tractions of the paper currency which have been | 
constantly succeeding each other, since the Bank 
of the United States was established, which have | 
brought such severe and extensive evils upon the | 
country. The aid and codperation of the several 


smaller notes, and introduce in their place silver 
and gold, for ordinary domestic purposes, and the | 
convenience of travel between distant places. Such | 


a reform is strongly called for by sound policy,and || 


the best interests of the country, and the accom- | 


| plishment of an object so desirable, may be mainly 


accelerated by laws passed by Congress, %djusting 
the standard of value of our coins, and regulating 
the deposites and collection of the revenue. If 


of small sums would probably be made in specie. | 
The great object is, not to diminish the amount of 
the ordinary circulating medium, but to give ita 
broader and firmer foundation on the precious 
metals. 

With these views, the committee are of opinion 
that the State banks ought to be continued as the 
depositories of the moneys of the United States, | 
and that measures ought forthwith to be taken, | 
to regulate by law the manner in which they shall | 
be selected, and to ensure the safety of the public | 
money. 

According to the law, as it now stands, the duty 


curities to be taken, is devolved upon the Secretary 


ident. 


| 


doubted if the law should continue unchanged, 
that it may and will continue to be so exercised by 
the head of that department; yet it is the opinion 





by law. They think that it would be more con- 


Congress to regulate by law, the mode of selecting | 
the fiscal agents, the securities proper to be taken, 
the duties they shall be required to perform, and 
the terms on which they shall be employed. 

In accordance with these views, they according- 
ly report for the consideration of the House, reso- 


| lutions declaring that the Bank of the United States | 


ought not to be rechartered, and that the State | 


banks ought to continue to be employed as the || 
| fiscal agents of the Government, under such regu- 


lations as Congress shall prescribe. 
Before they close this report, the committee con- | 


| sider it to be their duty to state, that in their judg- || 


ment a necessity exists for an immediate examina- 

tion into the conduct of the bank, and they proceed | 
to state the grounds which make it absolutely | 
necessary that a strict and rigorous scrutiny should 
be instituted. They think such an examination 
necessary in reference to the security of the inter- 


practicable, the abuses of which it has been guilty, 
and to prevent it from using its corporate power 


_and money for purposes of corruption and oppres- | 


| 





sion. 


Numerous memorials have been referred to the || 


committee, complaining of embarrassment in mer- | 


cantile transactions, some attributing them to the 


removal of the deposites, and others chiefly to the || p 
| subsequent conduct of the Bank of the United 


States. That serious embarrassments exiat in | 
many of the commercial cities, cannot be doubted; | 
and it seems necessary clearly to ascertain the | 
cause, before an attempt be made to prescribe the | 
remedy. The powers possessed by the commit- | 
tee are inadequate to that object, and they are | 
unable to do more at present than to submit the | 
facts which have come to their knowledge, with | 
the course they seem to suggest. That the simple 

transfer of a sum of money ftom one bank of | 
deposite to another, could have produced the com- 
mercial embarrassments complained of, impossi- 





|| the currency than now exists would soon be at- | 


'| tained, and the country rescued permanently from || 
And as the charter ought not to be renewed, it is | 


country; they are still in the country, and in the 
use of the community. 

It is in vain that they look for the cause of em- 
barrassment in the state of our markets, or the 
operations of trade. Our agricultural productions, 


and manufactures generally, bear a good price; 


| foreign exchange is at its lowest rate; the balance 
_ of trade is decidedly in our favor, and the precious 





| 





| will restrict or discontinue their operations. 
This power has been heretofore exercised | 


| metals are flowing in upon us from South Amer- 
States may be relied on, to banish gradually the |, 


ica, Mexico, and Europe. None can doubt the 


|| power of the bank to create embarrassment when- 


ever its managers deem it expedient. In four 
months, commencing with August last, and end- 
ing with November, it called in $9,707,245 of its 
loans. As the State banks could not commence 
extending until they began to receive the p&lblic 
deposites in October, and from that till December 
could not, in their extension, keep pace with the 
curtailment of the Bank of the United States, it is 
evident that such rapid curtailment by the Bank of 
the United States must have created some sensa- 
tion in the tommerce of the country. But it is 


| easy for the Bank of the United States to produce 


| 


universal embarrassment, without any aggregate 


| curtailment of its accommodations, by calling 


in rapidly one month, letung out the next, and 
calling again during the third; while it loans out in 


|| one place what it curtails in another, and, in this 


manner falls upon all the commercial cities in 
rotation, it may more effectually embarrass trade 
than by a steady curtailment. When the policy 
of the bank is unsteady and claniienaaedinsing 


| a scarcity of money to-day, and an abundance 
| to-morrow, to be succeeded by a greater dearth 
|| the next day, it is impossible for merchants to 
| conduct business with safety, and prudent men 


The 
enjoyed a large portion of the 
omestic exchange, and whenever 


bank has lon 
business of 


|| it chooses to cut off the supply in any or all di- 
|| rections, embarrassment and difficulty naturally 
| ensue. 


There is much reason to suspect that the bank 
has been managed, for the last six months, with a 
view to embarrass the community, as a means of 
operating on public opinion, and controlling the 
action of Government. 

In the proceedings of the bank, in relation to 
domestic exchange, as faras known, are perceived 
indications of a disposition to use the power it 
possesses through that branch of its business, for 
the purpose of producing excitement and distress. 

The Government directors inform us, in their 
memorial, that on the 13th of August last, two 
weeks before the eniney agent returned from hia 
mission to confer with the State banks, and five 
weeks before the determination of the Executive 
was announced, the board of directors adopted a 
resolution, declaring— 

‘* That the bills of exchange purchased at the 
‘bank, and all the offices, except the five western 
‘ offices, shail not have more than ninety days to 
‘run. That the five western offices be instructed 
‘to purchase no bills of exchange except those 


‘| * payable in the Atlantic cities, not having more 


| * than ninety days to run, or those which may be 





| ‘received, in payment of existing debts to the 
ests which the United States, as a stockholder, || 


| have in the bank, as well as to correct, as far as 


‘bank and the offices, and then not have more 


| *than four months to run.’’ 


The Government directors inform us that, on a 
subsequent day, a series of resolutions were adopt- 
ed for reducing the business of the institution, and 

'y given to the committee on the offices to mo- 
dify them at pleasure, and although a strenuous effort 
was made to require them to report such measures 
as might be directed by them to the board, the 

sition was voted down. 
hus, in direct violation of the charter, and in 


| defiance of all prudence and propriety, was the 


whole power of this vast and powerful corporation 
to relieve or to oppress vested in a committee, who 
are not subject to the responsibility of even making 
reports to the Board of Directors. A few irre- 
sponsible men, issuing secret orders from their 
private chamber, possess more power to distress 
the American people, than any department of their 
Government, or all departments, by an act short 
of a declaration of war. What the resolves and 
orders of this potent body have been, we have no 
means of knowing. The president of the bank, 
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who is ex officio a member of this committee, and 
undoubtedly directs its operations, is also clothed | 
with unlimited power to set the press in motion for 
the purpose of promoting the views of the bank. 
For months, those presses which are known to 
have been sustained by enormous loans, and those 
which have received the most liberal allowances | 
for printing, have been incessantly engaged in an 
effort to spread alarm and dismay throughout the | 
land. It is impossible not to suspect that the secret | 
management of the bank, and the use of its funds by 
ite president, are in perfect concert with their de- 
pendent and devoted presses, all aiming to createa 
general panic, and produce the same result. That 
result ie the restoration of the deposites, and, its 
certain consequence, the recharter of the bank. 

If anything was wanting to confirm these sus- 
picidhs, the alleged refusal of this bank to co- 
operate with the State banks in their laudable 
efforts to relieve the existing pressure upon the 
community, in the larger commercial cities, is suf- 
ficient to remove all doubts from the minds of the 
most incredulous. : 

It is due to the country that the source of the | 
embarrassments which oppress a portion of its 
cormierce aball be laid bare. 


bank, wantonly and wickedly directed to produce 
them, it may become the duty of Congress to re- | 
sort to all the means within their constitutional | 
authority to check its career. 


If it shall appear that the bank, by means of || 
ite money and the papers under its control, has || 


wiifully and intentionally produced these embar- | 
rasements; and if its power has thus been abused, 
it cannot be endured that, for two years longer, it 
shall be suffered wantonly to excite alarm in the | 
country, to direct a pressure first on one point, 
and then on another, enlarge at one place and con- 
tract in another, for the purpose of continuing 
to the end of its existence the evils which there 
is too much renson to believe it has already in- 
flected on the community. If, upon examination, 
it shall be found that it has been guilty of such of- | 
fences, ite charter cannot be too soon terminated, 
and a seire fucias would be imperatively demanded 
to put an end to its machinations against the peace 
and interests of the people. The Government 
owns seven millions of its stock, equal to one fifth 
of the whole amount. It is the duty of Congress | 
to see that it be not used to oppress the people and | 
subvert the principles of our Government. Of | 
every hundred thousand dollars spent by the | 
president of the bank, or distributed to advocates | 
ander the name of loans, and forever lost, $20,000 
belong to the people of the United States. That 
their property may not be wasted, that the cause 
of their distress may be ascertained and a remedy 
applied, and above all, that their own funds, and 
the money and power of this corporation may not 
be employed to subvert the principles of their 
Government by controlling their elections—the 
committee deem it necessary that there should be 
a thorough investigation into the alleged abuses 
and corruptions of that institution, and particularly 
into the details of its management for the last six 
mouths. To this end, they propose a resolution 
to invest a committee of the House with power to 
make such investigations. 

1. Resolved, That the Bank of the United States 
ought not to be rechartered. 

2. Resolved, That the public deposites ought not 
ta be restored to the Bank of the United States. 

%. Reselved, That the State banks ought to be 
continued as the places of deposite of the public 
money; and that it is expedient for Congress to 
make further provision by law, prescribing the 
mode of selection, the securities to be taken, and 
the menner and terms on which they are to be 
empl:yed. 

4. Resolved, That for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing, a8 far as practicable, the cause of the com- 
mercial embarrassment and distress complained 
of by numerous citizens of the United States, in 
sundry memorials which have been presented to 
Congress at the present session; and of inquiring 
whether the charter of the Bank of the United 
States has been violated, and also what corrup- 
tions and abuses have existed in ite management; 
whether it has used its corporate power, or money 
to control the press, to interfere m politics, or in- 
fluence elections; and whether it has had any 





Should they appear |, 
to spring solely from the management of the || 


roducing the existing pressure—a select committee 
| be ap 
| into the proceedings of the said bank, who shall 





inted to inspect the books, and examine | 


_ report whether the provisions of the charter have | 


| been violated or not; and also what abuses or mal- 


agency, through ‘its management, or money, in | 


| practices have existed in the management of said | 


nk; and that the said committee be authorized to 

| send for persons and papers, and to summon and 
| examine witnesses on oath, and to examine into 
the affairs of the said bank and branches; and that 

| they are further authorized to visit the principal 


|| bank, or any of its branches, for the purpose of 


| inspecting the books, correspondence, accounts, | 


| and other papers connected with its management 
| or business; and that the said committee be re- 

together with the evidence they may take, at as 
early a déy as practicable. 


Mr. Ewina, of Indiana, has written us 


|a note, correcting some mistakes which || on the day he left Havana, (which was a few days 


| occurred in reporting his remarks of the | 
The remarks he made, we un- | 


24th ult. 
derstand, were mistaken as well by the 
reporters of the other prints, as by the re- 
porter for the Globe. Mr. Ew1ne’s voice 
is not distinctly audible at some times 


it our duty to say in justice to the report- 
ers. In justice to Mr. Ewinc, we give 


has written, correcting the misapprehen- 
| sion in regard to his expressions : 


** 1 do not think it necessary now to write out all | 
that I uttered on the occasion alluded to, but every | 
member within hearing upon this floor, will, [ | 


think, verify my declaration, that I did not ‘ cor- | 


| quired to report the result of such investigation, | 


throughout the Hall. This we have felt | 


j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





; s || far down as Cape Antonio. 
the following extract from a note which he || 





NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
Extract of a letter from Commodore J. D. Henley to 
Secretary of the Navy, dated 
“U.S. Scuooner Exrenmenr, © 


** Pensacola Bay, February 18, 1834. 
‘* Enclosed is the copy "of a communication 





from Lieutenant Commanding Paine, of the Ex- 
_ periment, relative to the report of a piratical bri 
/ having been cruising off St. Thomas’s, whic 


appeared in the Kingston paper of the 2lst of 
December last. 

** Lieutenant Commandant Paine and the officers 
of the Experiment disavow having made any such 
report to the editor of the Kingston paper. If there 
were any truth in the report, it is indeed remark- 
able that I, being in the Vandalia, in the port of 
St. Thomas, and in that neighborhood for twelve 
or fifteen days, at the same time that the Experi- 
ment was, heard nothing of said piratical vessel. 

‘**I must, therefore, believe the report entirely 
unfounded. 

** Lieutenant Commandant Paine states, that 


before the occurrence off es Antonio, reported 
by the schooner Davenport, Norton, from Kings- 
ton,) a small British cruiser also sailed, with the 
view of cruising off Cape Antonio for slave ves- 
sels; and I think it is highly probable that the 
firing and o movements, deemed suspicious 
by the Davenport, was nothing more than an 
attempt on the part of the cruiser to bring that 
vessel to in order to ascertain her character. 
**The Vandalia and St. Louis, as I have here- 
tofore informed you, have both orders to touch at 
Havanaand St. Thomas; and the Grampus, on hier 
return, to cruise on the northern coast of Cuba, as 
In the meantime, I 
propose visiting said coast myself in the Experi- 


|| ment, so that if there be paps in either quarter, 


roborate,’ but, on the contrary, felt myself called 


rials about distress are got up by the United States 





| I distinctly declared that I was no advocate of the 
| existing 


| upon to correct and refute some of the inferences | 
of my colleague, particularly his idea that ‘ there | 
is no distress felt in Indiana,’ and that ‘ memo- | 


| Bank.’ I disclaimed any such belief, and dissented | 
| from the grounds assumed. At the same time || & 


| 


| ity or the name of the existiog institution. That a | 


free people, entitled to equal rights and equal priv- 
| ileges, were not satisfied to continue dependent for 
|a safe circulating currency upon either State or 
| United States individual corporate bodies That 
| itis known I am the advocate of aninstitution that 





terest of every section. That the institution I 
proposed, (now referred, and not yet reported 


upon,) would enlarge the resources, and increase | 
| the capital of local banks, at the same time by cer- | 


tain facilities perform all the functions of exchange 


| and transfer, without the agency of brokers; and | 


would strengthen the Union, and advance the in- | 


| that paper speculators only should oppose the | 


establishment of such an institation. 
an institution be refused, I should in that case dis- 
approve of allowing public money to be deposited 
in State banks under the influence of any execu- 
tive officer. That the people had experience 


enough of such places of deposite, and lost enough | 


by a depreciated and corrupting currency during 
and after the last war, &c. 
** [ do not consider it necessary to say more to 


| show that I did not, and could not corroborate the | 
| statements made by my colleague on behalf of | 
Indiana; but it is proper here to add, that I have | 


That if such | 





| various letters from my constituents, which mani- | 
| fest their apprehensions at the existing state of | 


things, and express great fear of loss when the 


spring trade opens, and they reach market with | 


the last year’s crop. 
not be realized; and wishing the truth to reach 
them, { now ask of you to give this note a circa- 


lation equal to the matter which rendered its pub- || jects, will be atten 


lication necessary. I am, &c., 


«JNO. EWING.” 


{ only hope their fears may | 


| 


| 


| 


|| inte confusion. 





ed after.’’ 


Extract from a letter o ¢.prtenen in this city, 
le 
Puitape cpu, March 4, 1834. 

*¢ This afternoon the whole city hms been thrown 
Just as the Baltimore boat, Wil- 
liam Penn, came to the Point, she took fire; the 
State-House bell rang, and in a few minutes the 
wharves were crowded. 

‘¢ The sight was beautifully grand, but the anx- 
iety of all was great for the safety of the passen- 
ers. It was past seven o’clock; and the boats 
which went from the city have just returned, and 


they will be carefully loo 


nited States Bank, nordid J believe any || the report is, that four or five of the passengers 


| few corporate individuals should have the author- 


are drowned. How it caught, or how many were 
on board, no one can tell. All is confusion and 
anxiety. The boat is now floating up pest the 
city, all on fire; and ten to twenty thousand per- 
sons looking at it.”” 


** We understand that seven of the Ohio banks 


have been forced to stop payment, and that others are 
tottering.” 





LAND AND COMMERCIAL AGENCY 
AT NATCHEZ. 
(THE subscriber offers his services to the public 
as agent to purchase or sell lots and houses, 
plantations and uncultivated lands; and particu- 
larly to purchase Government lands at the public 
land sales, or to make entries at the different land 
offices of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas 
Territory, of Miss‘ssippi, Red River, and Yazoo 
bottoms or uplands, from Baton to Mem- 
phis. To purchase or sell all kinds of stocks and 
other interests, liquidate claims on accounts, or 
otherwise make collection of debts, and remit as 
may be required. Also, to purchase cotton for 
the western and northern manufactories, and re- 
ceive and sell cotton bagging and rope. 

His residence has been at Natchez nearly nine- 
teen years, during which time he has become 
extensively acquainted with the lands alluded to 
and its inhabitants, having been the greater part 
of that time actively employed in commerce, and 
for the last three or four years collecting inform- 
ation relative to the above lands. 


Letters (post a on any of the above sub- 


to m : 
WoobsON WREN. 
Sept. 16, 33.—swlyr. 


a 


